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August 2019 

 

IAF launches 3D mobile video game – Indian Air 

Force: A cut above the rest 

Indian Air Force (IAF) has launched 3D air-borne 

combat based mobile video game called ‘Indian Air 

Force: A cut above’. It was launched by Air Chief 

Marshal B. S. Dhanoa at National Bal Bhawan, New 

Delhi. It is second such video game launched by IAF, 

earlier it had Guardians of the Skies’ in 2014 and has got 

over a million downloads. It is similar to older Guardians 

of Skies game including controls and graphics, but has 

new storyline along with some gameplay changes. 

About the game: 

• It is aimed at making youth aware about IAF and 

encourage them to join the armed forces. It will 

also provide gamers virtual experience of 

airborne combats. 

• It is available on both Android and iOS platforms 

(phones) and will engage audience above the age 

of 14. 

• Its various missions, include, airstrikes, air-to-air 

refuelling, and humanitarian assistance and disaster 

relief (HADR). 

• It also features character sporting gunslinger 

moustache similar to that of Wing Commander 

Abhinandan Varthaman`s, who was captured and 

later released by Pakistan after his aircraft was shot 

down in aerial dogfight which broke out in aftermath 

of February 2019 Balakot airstrikes. 

 

One Nation One Ration Card 

In a major boost to national food security Government of 

India launched One Nation-One Ration Card scheme on 

pilot basis in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharastra and Gujarat. The pilot project is effective 

from 1 August 2019. One Nation One Ration Card’ 

scheme seeks to allow portability of food security 

benefits. 

One Nation-One Ration Card scheme 

Families who have food security cards can buy 

subsidized rice and wheat from any ration shop in these 

states but their ration cards should be linked with Aadhar 

Number to avail this service. 

Implementation in Telangana & Andhra Pradesh: 

White Ration Card holders in Telangana have been 

getting portability facility which enables them to buy 

their subsidized rice and other food grains from any Fair 

Price Shop in state. Now under One Nation One Ration 

Card scheme which has come into force in Telangana 

and Andhra Pradesh same facility can be utilized 

anywhere in two states now through Point of State (PoS) 

machines. 

Early Trial Run: In last week of July Telangana Civil 

Supplies Corporation conducted a trial run of project last 

week with consumers from Andhra Pradesh drawing 

their commodities from fair price shop in Hyderabad 

(Capital of Telangana). As per officials, 2.82 crore 

consumers had benefited with ration portability 

introduced in Telangana in 2018. 

Way Ahead: More than 56 lakh beneficiaries covered 

under National Food Security Act (NFSA) in 

Telangana will be benefited from facility. Same will be 

case with consumers in Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra 

and Gujarat which are identified for implementation of 

pilot project. 

Centre is intended to extend programme to all states by 

August 2020 so that portability of food security card 

implemented. 

 

Supreme Court Judges to be increased 

Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

has approved increasing the number of judges in 

Supreme Court from the present 31 to 34 (i.e. by 10%), 

including Chief Justice of India (CJI). In this regard it 

has approved bill to amend Supreme Court (Number of 

Judges) Act, 1956. At present, the full sanctioned 

strength of SC is 31 (including CJI). Once this bill gets 

parliamentary nod, the number of judges would go up to 

34, including the CJI. 

The strength of Supreme Court is fixed by law made by 

Parliament as per Article 124 (1) of Constitution of 

India. Therefore, the strength can be increased by way of 

parliamentary legislation. In pursuance of this 

Parliament has enacted Supreme Court (Number of 

Judges) Act, 1956, which originally provided for 

maximum of 10 judges (excluding the CJI). The law was 

last amended in 2009 to increase judges’ strength from 

25 to 30 (excluding the CJI). 
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UN Convention on mediation 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has approved the signing of the United Nations 

Convention on International Settlement Agreements 

(UNISA) resulting from mediation by the Republic of 

India scheduled to be held at Singapore on 7th August, 

2019, or at United Nations Headquarters. 

Benefit: 

Signing of the Convention will boost the confidence of 

the investors and shall provide a positive signal to 

foreign investors about India's commitment to adhere to 

international practice on Alternative Dispute Resolution 

(ADR). 

Initiatives to promote ADR Mechanisms: 

In order to encourage international commercial 

arbitration in India, to evolve a comprehensive 

ecosystem of arbitration the Government is establishing 

the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) 

as a statutory body. The Commercial Courts Act, 2015, 

has been further amended and legislative exercise to 

further amend the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 

1996, is currently underway. These initiatives are being 

taken with a view to encourage the settlement of 

commercial disputes, domestic and international, in 

India through ADR Mechanism of Arbitration, 

Conciliation and Mediation. A new Chapter (IIIA) has 

been inserted in the Commercial Courts Act, 2015, for 

mandatory pre-institution mediation and settlement in 

certain category of cases. Therefore, the provisions of the 

'Convention' are in line with the domestic laws and the 

efforts made to strengthen Alternative Dispute 

Resolution Mechanisms. 

Background: 

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the 

United Nations Convention on International Settlement 

Agreements Resulting from Mediation ("the 

Convention") on 20th December 2018. The General 

Assembly authorized that the Convention will open for 

signature at a signing ceremony to be held on 7thAugust 

2019 in Singapore and will be known as the "Singapore 

Convention on Mediation" (the Convention). 

The Convention provides a uniform and efficient 

framework for the enforcement of international 

settlement agreements resulting from mediation and for 

allowing parties to invoke such agreements, akin to the 

framework that the Convention onthe Recognition and 

Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York, 

1958) (the "New York Convention") provides for arbitral 

awards. The Convention defines two additional grounds 

upon which a court may, on its own motion, refuse to 

grant relief. Those grounds relate to the fact that a dispute 

would not be capable of settlement by mediation or 

would be contrary to public policy. 

 

Maharashtra 1st state to adopt digital 

fingerprinting and iris scanning system 

Maharashtra became first state in the country to adopt an 

Automated Multi-modal Biometric Identification 

System (AMBIS) i.e. digital fingerprint and iris scanning 

system to help police investigations. This system will 

soon be replicated by police forces of other states in the 

country. 

Automated Multi-modal Biometric Identification 

System (AMBIS) 

Composition: AMBIS unit comprises computer 

terminal, camera, and iris, fingerprint, and palm 

scanners. It also includes portable system to dust off and 

capture fingerprints from crime scenes. 

It can be integrated with facial recognition from CCTV 

cameras that enables police to cross-reference and apart 

from solving fresh crimes it can even put faces to 

criminals whose fingerprints have been captured on 

paper for more than decades. 

AMBIS is updated version of Automated Fingerprint 

Identification System (AFIS), which has been used by 

Indian law enforcement agencies to search finger and 

palm prints. It will replace AFIS which has limited 

utility, providing only one-to-one fingerprint matches as 

compared multimodal matches possible with AMBIS. 

It also matches standard requirements set by United 

States National Institute of Standards and Technology. 

Implementation: Before its formal launch, system was 

introduced at selected Mumbai based police stations that 

have upgraded tech infrastructure like Crime and 

Criminal Tracking Network and System (CCTNS). 

Now it will be rolled out in the 1,160 police stations, 7 

police ranges, 10 central jails, 12 police training centres, 

and 4 fingerprint bureaus in Maharashtra. 

Way forward: AMBIS adopted by Maharashtra Police 

will soon be replicated across country. State government 

is working with National Crime Records Bureau to 

create standards to be used by other state police forces. 

 

KABIL Yojana 

A joint venture company namely Khanij Bidesh India 

Ltd. (KABIL) is to be set up with the participation of 

three Central Public Sector Enterprises namely, National 

Aluminium Company Ltd.(NALCO), Hindustan Copper 

Ltd.(HCL) and Mineral Exploration Company Ltd. 

(MECL). The Minister of Coal, Mines and Parliamentary 

Affairs Shri Pralhad Joshi said that the objective of 

constituting KABIL is to ensure a consistent supply of 

critical and strategic minerals to Indian domestic market. 

While KABIL would ensure mineral security of the 

Nation, it would also help in realizing the overall 

objective of import substitution, he said. 
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The sustained source of mineral and metal commodities 

is imperative for the transportation and manufacturing 

segment. Recalling the commitment at the UN Climate 

Change Conference, Pairs, 2015, where India has 

pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and opting 

a greener mode of transportation, the Minister said that 

the Prime Minister has been emphasizing upon Electric 

Vehicle Mobility. Shri Joshi, said therefore it is 

important to ensure energy storage through batteries. 

Further segments like Aviation, Defence and Space 

Research also require minerals with lower weight and 

high mechanical strength. Among such twelve minerals 

identified as strategic minerals, which have meagre 

resource base, Lithium Cobalt are significant. 

The KABIL would carry out identification, acquisition, 

exploration, development, mining and processing of 

strategic minerals overseas for commercial use and 

meeting country’s requirement of these minerals. The 

sourcing of these minerals or metals is to done by 

creating trading opportunities, G2G collaborations with 

the producing countries or strategic acquisitions or 

investments in the exploration and mining assets of these 

minerals in the source countries. The new company will 

help in building partnerships with other mineral rich 

countries like Australia and those in Africa and South 

America, where Indian expertise in exploration and 

mineral processing will be mutually beneficial bringing 

about new economic opportunities. The equity 

participation between NALCO, HCL and MECL is in the 

ratio of 40:30:30 

 

IMMUVAC and VPM1002 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) launched 

India’s first large-scale trial for two new tuberculosis 

(TB) vaccines named IMMUVAC and VPM1002. 

These vaccines aim to prevent infection (pre-exposure) 

or prevent primary progression or reactivation of latent 

TB infection (post-exposure), all of which have critical 

role to play in India’s big fight against TB. Both vaccines 

have been manufactured by Indian pharmaceutical 

companies. 

About Vaccines 

Immuvac: It is also known as mycobacterium indicus 

pranii (MIP). It has been manufactured by Ahmedabad 

based Cadila Pharmaceuticals, 

VPM1002: It is manufactured by Pune based Serum 

Institute of India. 

Need for new vaccines 

At present Bacille Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccine is 

widely used in routine Expanded Programme of 

Immunisation (EPI) across the world. However , this 

vaccine is over century  old and provides poor protection 

against pulmonary disease in adolescents and adults. 

About Trial 

This will be first large preventive TB vaccine trial in the 

country involving more than 12,000 healthy household 

contacts of newly diagnosed TB patients from across six 

states of India. These six states including Delhi, 

Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana and Karnataka with two 

thousand participants have enrolled for these trials. 

Depending on the results, ICMR will give 

recommendations to Union Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. 

Tuberculosis (TB) 

It is infectious disease which is caused by 

bacteria Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB). 

Symptom: Early symptoms of TB include bad cough 

which may lasts for 3 weeks or even longer. It causes 

pain in chest and one might also end up coughing blood. 

It mainly affects lungs and can also infect other parts of 

body. 

TB in India: As per Union Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare’s 2018 annual report of Central TB 

division, the incidence of TB in India was nearly 2.8 

million annually and incidence of multidrug-resistant 

TB (MDR TB) was 1,47,000 per year. India has highest 

share of global TB burden, contributing to 27% of total 

global burden. The total number of deaths because of TB 

in India was 4,23,000 and with incidence of HIV-TB was 

87,000 per year. In this background, in 2017, Central 

government had committed to eliminate TB from the 

country by 2025. 

 

POCSO 2019 

Parliament passed Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2019 to provide stricter 

punishments for child sex abuse. It was first passed by 

Rajya Sabha on July 24, 2019 and then by Lok Sabha on 

August 1, 2019. The Bill amends Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), 2012 which 

provides legal framework to protect children from 

offences such as sexual assault, sexual harassment, and 

pornography. 

Salient Features of Bill 

Penetrative sexual assault: The bill increases minimum 

punishment for this offence from 7 years to 10 years. It 

also provides for with imprisonment between 20 years to 

life, with fine if person commits penetrative sexual 

assault on child below age of 16 years. 

Aggravated penetrative sexual assault: The Bill adds 

two more grounds to definition of aggravated penetrative 

sexual assault. These include: (i) assault resulting in 

death of child and (ii) assault committed during natural 

calamity or in any similar situations of violence. It also 

increases minimum punishment from 10 years to 20 

years, and maximum punishment to death penalty. 

Aggravated sexual assault: The Bill adds two more 

offences to definition of aggravated sexual assault. These 
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include: (i) assault committed during natural calamity 

and (ii) administrating or help in administering any 

chemical substance or any hormone to child for the 

purpose of attaining early sexual maturity. 

Child Pornography: The Bill defines child pornography 

as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct that 

involves child such as photograph, video, digital or even 

computer generated image indistinguishable from actual 

child. It also enhances punishments for certain offences 

related to child pornography. 

Storage of pornographic material: It increases 

punishment for storage of pornographic material with 

imprisonment between three to five years, or fine, or 

both. In addition, it also adds two other offences for 

storage of pornographic material involving children. 

These include: (i) transmitting, displaying, distributing 

such material except for the purpose of reporting it and 

(ii) failing to destroy or delete or report pornographic 

material involving child. 

 

Breastfeeding Week in India 

The Food and Nutrition Board, Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, is organizing a number of activities 

on the theme “Empower Parents, Enable 

Breastfeeding” during the World Breastfeeding Week 

(WBW) being observed from 1st to 7th August 2019. The 

focus this year is on protection, promotion, and support 

of breastfeeding. 

Activities like Annaprashan Ceremony and Quiz 

competition on IYCF are being conducted in 30 States 

and Union Territories through 43 Community Food and 

Nutrition Extension Units of Food and Nutrition Board, 

involving the State functionaries of Health Department, 

Home Science Colleges, Medical Institutes, Universities, 

NGOs and other stakeholders. 

The objectives of World Breastfeeding Week are: 

• To create awareness among the parents about 

breastfeeding 

• Encourage parents to adopt breastfeeding 

• Creating awareness about the importance of 

initiation and exclusive breastfeeding, and adequate 

and appropriate complementary feeding 

• Providing advocacy material about the importance 

of breastfeeding. 

Breastfeeding is important because: 

• It promotes better health for mothers and children 

alike. 

• It prevents infections like diarrhoea and acute 

respiratory infections in early infancy and thus 

reduce infant mortality 

• It decreases the risk of mothers developing breast 

cancer, ovarian cancer, type 2 diabetes, and heart 

disease and 

• It protects infants from obesity-related illnesses, 

diabetes and increases the IQ. 

The correct norms of infant and young child 

feeding are: 

• Initiation of Breastfeeding within an hour of birth 

• Exclusive breastfeeding for first six months of life 

i.e. only breast Milk ‘NO’ other milk, food, drink or 

water 

• Appropriate and adequate complementary feeding 

from six months of age while continuing 

breastfeeding 

• Continued breastfeeding up to the age of two years 

or beyond 

The activities being organized during the World 

Breastfeeding Week are symposiums for lactating 

mothers and anganwadi workers to create awareness 

about the importance of breastfeeding, annaprashan 

ceremony of babies at anganwadi centres by collecting 

beneficiaries from adjoining anganwadi centres, 

competition on nutritious recipes and quiz competitions. 

Apart from this, exhibitions, on nutrition, displaying low 

cost nutritious diets for infants and young children will 

also be organized at grassroots level. Awareness 

generation on healthy eating, maintenance of hygiene 

and sanitation and its importance will be held for 

pregnant and lactating mothers. In addition to this, 

awareness programmes will be held at the village level 

through puppet shows, skits, dance and drama, films, 

slide shows, AV Spots and rallies. 

This important nutrition intervention will help in 

breaking the vicious cycle of malnutrition and aid the 

Government to achieve National Nutrition Goals and 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2030. According 

to WHO, increasing breastfeeding to near-international 

levels will help in saving more than 800 000 lives every 

year, the majority being children under 6 months. 

 

Jallianwala Bagh Memorial 

Lok Sabha passed Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019 by a voice vote and 

amendments moved by members of opposition parties 

were also defeated. The bill ends automatic nomination 

of Congress President as trustee of Jallianwala Bagh 

Memorial trust. It was introduced in Lok Sabha by 

Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of State for Culture on 8 

July 2019 that. 

Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) 

Bill, 2019 
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It amends Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act, 

1951 which provides for erection of a National Memorial 

in memory of those killed or wounded on 13 April 1919, 

in Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar.  It also creates a Trust 

to manage National Memorial. 

Composition of Trustees: Under 1951 Act, Trustees of 

Memorial include- (1) Prime Minister as Chairperson, 

(2) President of Indian National Congress (INC), (3) 

Minister in-charge of Culture, (4) Leader of Opposition 

in Lok Sabha, (5) Governor of Punjab, (6) Chief Minister 

of Punjab and (7) 3 eminent persons nominated by 

central government. 

Bill amends this composition of trustees provision to 

remove President of Indian National Congress as a 

Trustee.  Amendment bill also clarifies that in case of no 

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, then leader of single 

largest opposition party will be Trustee. 

Tenure of Trustee: Act provides that 3 trustees 

nominated by central government will be trustees for a 

period of 5 years and will also be eligible for 

renomination. 

Bill also allows central government to terminate term of 

a nominated trustee before expiry ofe period of his term 

without assigning any reason. 

 

QRSAM 

Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) 

successfully conducted two back-to-back flight tests of 

its state of the art Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 

Missiles (QRSAM) from Integrated Test Range (ITR), 

Chandipur in Odisha. The test was conducted against live 

aerial targets. 

Two missiles were tested for different altitude and 

conditions and test flights successfully demonstrated 

their high manoeuvring capabilities, aerodynamics, 

propulsion and structural performance. 

About QRSAM 

It is a sophisticated all-weather and all-terrain 

missile. 

Developed By: Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) for Indian army with search 

and track on move capability with very short 

reaction time. 

Features: 

QRSAM uses solid-fuel propellant. 

Range: 25-30 km 

It can be mounted on a truck and stored in a canister. 

It is equipped with electronic counter measures 

against jamming by aircraft radars. 

It has many state of the art technologies with which 

it can engage targets at different ranges and 

altitudes. 

NOTE: 1st trial of QSRAM was conducted on 4 

June 2017 and on 26 February 2019, two rounds of 

trials were successfully carried out on same day. 
 

Mission Shakti 

Film Actor Aamir Khan launched Mission Shakti, a 

Maharashtra government’s initiative to train athletes 

from tribal areas for international sports events such as 

Olympics. It will help Maharashtra government to hunt 

for talented athletes in remote areas of Chandrapur and 

Gadchiroli. 

At the launch event Aamir Khan felicitated a team of 

tribal mountaineers who had recently scaled Mount 

Everest as part of ‘Mission Shaurya’. 

Mission Shakti 

It aims to groom tribal student for an Olympic medal by 

2024. 

The mission is directed towards 6 sporting 

disciplines namely- archery, shooting, volleyball, 

swimming, weightlifting and gymnastics. 

Implementation: For now the programme is being 

implemented in Chandrapur and Gadchiroli districts 

and will be extended to rest of State soon. State 

government has set aside funds at district level to 

construct required facilities and a stadium such as mega 

sports complex is planned at Ballarpur in Chandrapur 

with a focus on 6 sports areas. 

Significance: 

It will speed up state governments programme to spot 

Olympic talent in remote tribal regions of State. 

Through Mission Shakti, international-quality facilities 

will be provided with a view to increase our medal tally 

in Olympics. 

With help of this mission the youth from Chandrapur and 

Gadchiroli, will get a chance to bring laurels to India. 

 

RJ passes bill to curb honour killings 

Rajasthan Assembly passes Bill against honour killing, 

titled Rajasthan Prohibition of Interference with the 

Freedom of Matrimonial Alliances in the Name of 

Honour and Tradition Bill, 2019. It makes honour 

killing punishable by death penalty or life imprisonment. 

This Bill was passed after making a few amendments on 

basis of suggestions given by some MLAs during 

discussion.  

In name of vindicating honour of 

family/caste/community, there has been increase in 

illegal intimidation by self-appointed bodies for bringing 

pressure against Sagotra marriages (Marriages within 

gotra)/inter-community/inter-caste/inter-religious 

marriages between two consenting adults. 
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In many cases such bodies tend towards incitement of 

violence and such newly-married couple or those person 

who desire of getting married are subjected to 

intimidation and violence even when such violence is an 

offence under Indian Penal Code (IPC), it is necessary 

to prevent assemblies which take place to condemn such 

matrimonial alliances as also to punish such acts of 

violence and criminal intimidation severely. 

Key Features of Bill 

Punishment: Bill makes Honour Killing offence 

cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable 

offences. It has laid down death penalty/life sentence and 

a fine up to Rs.5 lakh for killing a couple or either of 

them on basis that their marriage had dishonoured or 

brought disrepute to caste/community/family. 

Ostracisation: Bill holds accountable those who indulge 

in ostracisation of such a couple or their family. This also 

includes pressurising them to leave village or 

dispossessing them of their land or property or imposing 

a fine on them. 

Definition of Unlawful Assembly: It is a congregation 

of people whose intention is to deliberate on, or 

condemning any marriage (not prohibited by law) on 

basis that such marriage has dishonoured caste/ 

community tradition or has brought disrepute to all or 

any of persons forming part of assembly/family/people 

of locality concerned. 

In Bill “assemble”, “congregate” or “gather” includes 

acting in concert with use of any technological 

means/medium, since such proposed actions are 

propagated on social media. 

Assembly Penalty: Members of such assembly shall be 

punishable with imprisonment between 6 months to 5 

years and fine up to Rs.1 lakh. Endangering liberty of 

such a couple or their supporters shall be punished with 

2-5 years and fine up to Rs 1 lakh. Bill also proposes 

punishment up to 7 years for criminal intimidation. 

Punishment based on  Level of Hurt: 

• For causing simple hurt- is 3-5 year imprisonment 

and fine up to Rs 2 lakh. 

• For causing grievous hurt- a minimum of 10 year 

imprisonment that may extend to life imprisonment, 

as well as fine up to Rs.3 lakh. 

• For causing death of such a couple/either of them- 

Convict may be punished with death, imprisonment 

for life, which shall mean imprisonment for 

remainder of that person’s natural life and with fine 

up to Rs 5 lakh. 

 

RJ passes bill to curb mob lynchings 

Protection from Lynching Bill, 2019 was passed by 

Rajasthan Assembly by a voice vote. Bill was introduced 

by Shanti Dhariwal Parliamentary Affairs Minister in 

State Assembly on 30 July 2019. 

With passage of Anti-Lynching Bill Rajasthan has 

become 2nd State after Manipur to have a dedicated 

legislation that criminalises mob lynching as a special 

offence. Manipur Assembly had passed a similar Bill in 

December 2018. 

Background 

Since April 2017, Rajasthan has witnessed several 

incidents of mob lynching, when Haryana’s dairy farmer 

Pehlu Khan was killed allegedly by a mob of cow 

vigilantes on Jaipur-Delhi national highway. 

Features of Bill 

Punishment: Bill makes Mob Lynching offence 

cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable 

offences. Life imprisonment and a fine up to Rs.5 lakh to 

convicts in cases of mob lynching involving victim’s 

death. 

Bill makes conspirators for lynching accountable. It 

specifies punishment for- 

conspiracy/abetment/aides/attempts to lynch; for 

dissemination of offensive material; and for enforcing a 

hostile environment. 

Nodal Officer: Bill provides for appointment of a nodal 

officer of rank of Inspector-General of Police (IGP) to 

prevent lynchings as well as establishment of relief 

camps in safe zones for victims. 

Definition of lynching: Bill defines lynching as an act 

of violence, whether spontaneous/planned by a mob on 

the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, 

sexual orientation, language, dietary practices, ethnicity 

and political affiliation. 

Criticism: Indian Penal Code (IPC) already have 

sufficient provisions to penalise offenders, while Bill had 

changed an important definition by describing just two 

persons as a mob, thus contradicts related provisions of 

IPC. Also, Supreme Court had recommended only to 

Parliament to enact such a law. 

Arguments: The subject of Bill was part of concurrent 

list (both state nad centre subjects) and thus State 

government has power to bring such legislation. Also, 

definition of mob as 2 or more persons is defended in 

context that 2 people had ability to grievously harm 3rd 

person. 

Significance: Bill could become a progressive law, 

which would promote social harmony. 

 

Surrogacy Regulation Bill 

Lok Sabha passed Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019 that 

aims to ban commercial surrogacy in India by a voice 

vote. The bill aims to ensure effective regulation of 

surrogacy, prohibit commercial surrogacy, and allow 

ethical surrogacy. It also seeks to prohibit exploitation of 

surrogate mothers and children born through surrogacy 
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Salient Features of Bill 

Bans commercial surrogacy: It completely bans 

commercial surrogacy, including sale and purchase of 

human embryos and gametes, but allows ethical altruistic 

surrogacy for needy couples on fulfillment of stipulated 

conditions. 

Definition of surrogacy: It has been defined as practice 

in which woman gives birth to child for intending couple 

with the intention to hand over the child to the intending 

couple after the birth. 

Altruistic surrogacy: It is allowed and has been defined 

as surrogacy wherein only medical expenses and 

insurance coverage is provided by couple to surrogate 

mother during pregnancy and no other monetary 

consideration. 

Permits Surrogacy: It permits surrogacy for intending 

couples who are suffering from proven infertility. It does 

not permit for commercial purposes, altruistic purpose, 

not for producing children for sale, prostitution or other 

forms of exploitation etc. 

Regulatory bodies: It proposes to regulate surrogacy in 

the country by establishing National Surrogacy 

Board (NSB) at the central level and state surrogacy 

boards and appropriate authorities in the state and Union 

Territories. Functions of the NSB include, (i) advice 

central government on policy matters related to 

surrogacy; (ii) lay down code of conduct of surrogacy 

clinics and (iii) supervise functioning of SSBs. 

Eligible couples for Surrogacy: It allows surrogacy for 

infertile married Indian couples only (married for at least 

5 years). In this case, male must be between 26-55 years 

and female must be between 23-50 years and they should 

not have any surviving child (biological, adopted or 

surrogate). 

Surrogate Mother: It allows only close relative of 

eligible intended couple to be surrogate mother, having 

been married, having child of her own and must be 

between 25 and 35 years. Besides, she can be surrogate 

mother only once in lifetime and cannot provide her own 

gametes for surrogacy. She mus also possess certificate 

of medical and psychological fitness for surrogacy. 

Exemptions: It allows surrogacy for only Indian citizens 

and bans foreigners, NRI and PIOs from opting for 

surrogacy in India. It also bans single parents and 

homosexuals and also couple who already have children 

from surrogacy. 

Parentage and abortion of surrogate child: Child born 

out of surrogacy procedure will be deemed to be 

biological child of intended couple.  In case of abortion 

of the surrogate child, there is mandatory requirement of 

written consent of surrogate mother andauthorisation of 

the appropriate authority compliant with Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971. It gives surrogate 

mother option to withdraw from surrogacy before 

embryo is implanted in her womb. 

Punishments: It has been prescribed for undertaking or 

advertising commercial surrogacy,  exploiting the 

surrogate mother, abandoning, exploiting or disowning a 

surrogate child and selling or importing human embryo 

or gametes for surrogacy. Penalty for such offences is 

imprisonment up to 10 years and fine up to Rs. 10 lakh 

rupees. It also specifies range of offences and penalties 

for other contraventions of the provisions of the Bill. 

 

Transgender Bill 2019 

Lok Sabha passed Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Bill, 2019 which seeks to prohibit discrimination 

against transgender persons, including in matters of 

employment. This bill that lays emphasis on educating, 

skilling and making transgenders employable was 

moved by Union Minister for State for Social Justice and 

Empowerment Kishan Pal Gurjar. 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 

Defines Transgender: As a person or individual whose 

gender does not match gender assigned at birth. It 

includes trans-men and trans-women, persons with 

intersex variations (means a person who at birth shows 

variation in his/her primary sexual characteristics, 

external genitalia, chromosomes, or hormones from 

normative standard of male/female body), gender-

queers, and persons with socio-cultural identities, such 

as kinnar and hijra. 

Prohibit Discrimination: Bill prohibits discrimination 

against a transgender person, including denial of service 

or unfair treatment in relation to education, healthcare, 

employment, access to, or enjoyment of goods, facilities, 

opportunities available to public. 

Right of residence: Bill provides every transgender 

person shall have a right to reside and be included in his 

household. 

Employment: No government/private entity can 

discriminate against a transgender person in employment 

matters, including recruitment as well as promotion. 

Education: Educational institutions funded or 

recognised by relevant government shall provide 

inclusive facilities for transgender persons without 

discrimination. 

Health care: Government must provide health facilities 

to transgender persons including separate HIV 

surveillance centres, and sex reassignment surgeries. 

Certificate of identity for a transgender person: 

Transgender person may make an application to District 

Magistrate (DM) for a certificate of identity, indicating 

gender as ‘transgender’. 

Offences and penalties: Bill imposes penalties for 

offences against transgender persons like bonded labour, 

denial of use of public places, removal from household 
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& village and physical, sexual, verbal, emotional or 

economic abuse. 

National Council for Transgender persons (NCT): 

NCT chaired by Union Minister for Social Justice, apart 

from redressing grievances of transgender person, will 

advise central government as well as monitor impact of 

policies with respect to transgender persons. 

Way Ahead 

As per 2011 census there are more than 4.80 lakh 

transgenders in country therefore even though maximum 

demands of the transgender community have been 

included in Bill but people’s prejudice regarding 

transgenders needs to be changed. 

 

8th August: Quit India Movement 

Every year 8 August is celebrated in India as August 

Kranti Din, in which tribute is paid to revolutionaries 

who sacrificed their lives in freedom struggle against 

rule. Also teachings given by Father of the Nation 

(Bapu), Mahatma Gandhi are remembered. 

8 August 2019 is being observed as 77th anniversary of 

August Kranti Din, which is considered as one of 

important milestones in history of freedom struggle of 

our country. 

August Kranti Din 

Why 8 August? Every year 8 August is remembered as 

a conch shell of last battle for independence in Indian 

history. On this day in 1942, foundation of Quit India 

Movement, run by Mahatma Gandhi was laid, after 

which whole of India united against British and British 

rule had to kneel down. Since Independence, 8 August 

is known as Revolution Day and ground in Bombay 

where it was started by hoisting flag is known as Kranti 

Maidan. 

77 years of Quit India Movement (or August 

Movement): When British did not fulfill their promise 

to liberate India even after taking help from India in 2nd 

world war and when Cripps Mission (March 1942) also 

failed, then On August 8, 1942 Mahatma Gandhi gave a 

clarion call to end the British rule and launched the Quit 

India Movement (or Bharat Chodo Andolan). The 

proposal for this movement was passed in Bombay 

session of All India Congress Committee on 08 August 

which paved way for a mass movement to attain 

independence. As Quit India Movement was launched in 

month of August, it is also known as August Movement 

or August Kranti. 

On 8th August 1942, as a precursor to India’s 

independence, Quit India Movement was launched at 

Mumbai’s historic Gowalia Tank Maidan, now 

popularly known as August Kranti Maidan. Also 

Gandhiji gave the call to Do or Die in his Quit India 

speech delivered at Gowalia Tank Maida, which 

inspired thousands of party workers but also created a 

frenzy among British who rushed to imprison entire 

Congress leadership. 

Only then Gandhiji was imprisoned at Aga Khan Palace 

in Pune and almost all leaders were arrested. In such a 

situation, young leader Aruna Asif Ali hoisted Quit 

India movement by hoisting tricolor at Gwalia Tank 

Ground in Mumbai on 9 August. 

 

ISRO launches Vikram Sarabhai Journalism 

Award in Space 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

instituted two categories of awards in 

journalism- Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award in 

Space Science, Technology and Research. These awards 

were instituted as part of centenary year celebrations of 

Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, father of Indian space programme. 

About Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award in Space 

Science, Technology and Research 

Objective: To recognize and reward journalists who 

have actively contributed towards the field of space 

science, applications, and research. 

Eligibility: Its nominations are open to all Indians who 

have good experience in journalism. Articles published 

between 2019-2020 will be considered. 

Category 1: Under it, two journalists or freelancers of 

print media will be awarded. It carries cash price of Rs 

5,00,000, a medal and citation. Nominated candidates for 

category 1 will be judged on basis of articles/success 

stories published in English, Hindi or even Regional 

languages in popular Periodicals, Science magazines, or 

Journals in India during year 2019-2020. 

Category 2: It carries cash prizes of Rs 3,00,000, 

2,00,000 and 1,00,000 and citation each for journalists or 

freelancers of print media. It will be awarded to articles 

or success stories published in English, Hindi or 

Regional languages in popular news magazines or 

newspapers in India during 1 year (as indicated in 

proposal). 

 

Manipur tops in Breastfeeding, Infant, and 

Young Child feeding Practices 

Northeastern state of Manipur has topped rankings in 

Breastfeeding and Infant and Young Child Feeding 

Practices in India. The report card on 

Breastfeeding was released by Dr Harsh Vardhan, 

Union Health and Family Welfare Minister. Union Heath 

Minister also appealed influential personality on social 

media to spread message of benefits of breastfeeding to 

masses. 

Key Highlights of Report Card 
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Low Performing State in country: Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh and Bihar secured bottom positions in report 

card. Delhi, National capital of India is also among 

worst-performing States. 

Breastfeeding report card has been developed by 

devising a composite score based on 3 indicators– 

• Early initiation of breastfeeding 

• Exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months 

• Complimentary feeding at 6-8 months of child’s age 

Facts about Breastfeeding, Infant & Young Child 

Feeding Practices 

As per Convention on the Rights of the Child, every 

infant and child has right to good nutrition. 

World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends 

exclusive breastfeeding for 1st 6 months and 

breastfeeding with home-made food for minimum 2 

years. 

Undernutrition is associated with 45% of child deaths. 

In 2016, 155 million children under 5 year of age were 

estimated to be stunted (too short for age), 52 million 

were estimated to be wasted (too thin for height), and 41 

million were overweight (or obese), globally. 

Nearly 40% of infants 0–6 months old are exclusively 

breastfed. 

Globally, few children receive nutritionally adequate and 

safe complementary foods. 

In many countries less than a fourth (25%) of infants 6–

23 months of age meet criteria of dietary diversity and 

feeding frequency that are appropriate for their age. 

Benefits 

Every year more than 820000 children’s lives could be 

saved among children under 5 years, if all children 0–23 

months were optimally breastfed. 

Breastfeeding improves IQ, school attendance and is also 

associated with higher income in adult life. 

Breastfeeding not only saves child from being 

malnourished but also saves mother from breast cancer 

and ovarian cancer. 

 

Samagra Shiksha – Jal Suraksha Abhiyan 

Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(HRD) launched Samagra Shiksha-Jal Suraksha 

drive to create awareness about Water Conservation 

among all school students in the country. This mega 

drive is inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

impetus to Jal Sanchay as part of Jal Shakti Abhiyan 

(JSA). 

About Samagra Shiksha-Jal Suraksha drive 

It is a time bound campaign with a mission mode 

approach aimed at promoting water conservation 

activities for School Students. 

It seeks to make students competent, conscientious and 

committed water citizens of nation by making water 

conservation essential for students so that they can 

understand importance of water and enabling them to 

participate in water conservation activities in their day 

to day lives 

Implementing Agency: Department of School 

Education & Literacy, MHRD. 

Five Major Objectives: 

(i) Educate students learn about conservation of water 

(ii) Sensitize Students about impact of scarcity of water 

(iii) Empower Students to learn to protect natural 

sources of water 

(iv) Help every Student to save at least 1 litre of water 

per day 

(v) Encourage Students towards judicious use and 

minimum wastage of water at home and school level. 

Target:  

(i) One Student-One Day-Save One Litre Water. 

(ii) One Student-One Year-  Save 365 Litres Water 

(iii) One Student-10 Years-Save 3650 Litres Water 

 

4th Edition of National Entrepreneurship 

Awards 2019 

Union Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) announced fourth edition of 

National Entrepreneurship Awards, 2019 with aim to 

honour outstanding young 1st generation entrepreneurs 

as well as ecosystem builders for their exceptional 

contribution in entrepreneurship development. They will 

reward the most innovative, inspiring and accomplished 

micro entrepreneurs to scale up their business. 

About National Entrepreneurship Awards 

These annual awards have been instituted by MSDE to 

honour outstanding young first generation entrepreneurs 

and ecosystem builders for their exceptional contribution 

in entrepreneurship development. The awards seek to 

instill and entrench entrepreneurial attitude among the 

future generations and the Youth of India. 

Categories: There are a total of 45 specially designed 

awards to be bestowed – 39 Enterprise Awards and 6 

Awards for Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Builders. 

Eligibility: To be eligible for these awards, the nominee 

(entrepreneur) must be (i) under the age of 40 years; (ii) 

first-generation entrepreneurs; (iii) hold 51% or more 
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equity and ownership of business and women entrants 

individually or collectively owning 75% or more of the 

enterprise. 

Cash prize: Winners will be presented with Trophy, 

Certificate and Cash Prize of Rs. 5 lakh (enterprises/ 

individuals) and ₹Rs. 10 lakh (organizations/ institutes). 

 

Shillong Declaration 

The 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 

(NCeG) 2019 successfully concluded at Shillong, capital 

of Meghalaya with the adoption of ‘Shillong 

Declaration’ on e-Governance. 

About Conference 

It was organized by Department of Administrative 

Reforms & Public Grievances (DAPRG), Ministry of 

Personnel and Ministry of Electronics & Information 

Technology (MeitY), in collaboration with Government 

of Meghalaya organized from 8-9 August 2019. Its 

theme was “Digital India: Success to Excellence”.  On 

sidelines of this conference, an exhibition was also 

organized during the event to showcase India’s 

achievements in the field of e-Governance. 

Shillong Declaration calls for 

• Improving citizen’s experience with Government 

services by promoting timely implementation 

of India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA) and 

implementing single sign-on for interoperability and 

• integration among e-Government applications 

throughout the country 

• Consolidating plethora of successful State level e-

Governance projects and domain-based projects with 

focus to replicate them as common application 

software. 

• Taking steps to further improve connectivity in North 

Eastern (NE) States of India by addressing issues of 

telecommunications connectivity at grassroot level 

and formulating and implementing comprehensive 

telecom development plan. 

• Taking steps for enhancing activities of Electronics 

Sector Skill Council in NE States and explore 

possibility for opening an electronics skill center in 

Shillong. 

• Promoting use of e-Office and moving towards less 

paper state secretariats in NE States and in District 

level offices. 

• Improving quality of delivery of e-Services in North 

East to fulfil vision of improved citizen experience 

• Developing India as global cloud hub and facilitate 

development of Government applications and 

databases on Cloud by default 

• Adopting emerging technologies for finding e-

Governance solutions 

• Promoting Digital India Projects with focus on Smart 

Villages and Smart Cities through Startups and Smart 

Entrepreneurship. 

 

Interstate Portability of Ration Cards 

Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution launched inter-State portability of ration 

cards i.e. public distribution in four adjoining states in 

two clusters (i.e. pairing two states) -Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana & Gujarat and Maharashtra. It has been 

launched in a bid to implement major plan to roll out 

‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ by June 2020. 

Inter-State portability of ration cards 

The inter-state portability of ration cards is undertaken 

pairing two States each viz Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh & Maharashtra and Gujarat. Under this 

mechanism, beneficiary from one state will be able to 

avail entitled subsidised foodgrains under Food Security 

Act from ration shops/Public Distribution System 

(PDS)/Fair Price Shops (FPSs) in any other paired state. 

This means beneficiaries living in Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh can buy their quota of ration PDS (ration shops), 

in either of the two States. Similar will be the in case of 

Maharasthra and Gujarat. In these four states, both intra-

state and inter-state portability of ration card has been 

implemented successfully. 

The intra-state and inter-state portability of ration card 

holders is achieved through installation of electronic 

Point of Sale (ePoS) devices FPSs, supported by the 

biometric/Aadhaar authentication 

Future Implementation 

Seven States, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 

Punjab, Rajasthan and Tripura, at present are testing 

intra-portability of ration cards, which means 

beneficiaries can lift their quota of ration from any PDS 

located within a State. Gradually, inter-state portability 

of ration cards will be implemented in these seven states. 

By January 2020, these 11 states will be formed as one 

grid where ration cards will be made portable i.e. 

beneficiaries can buy ration from any one of these states. 

Food Subsidy 

At present, Central Government as per National Food 

Security Act supplies 5 kg of subsidised foodgrain to 

each person per month to over 81 crore people via 

5,00,000 ration shops (PDS) in the country. The 

foodgrain is supplied to beneficiaries via ration shops at 

highly subsidised rate of Rs.3/kg for rice,₹Rs. 2/kg for 

wheat and Rs. 1/kg for coarse grains. 
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BCCI to be under NADA 

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) agreed to 

come under the ambit of the National Anti-Doping 

Agency (NADA). In this regard, BCCI has given in 

writing that it will adhere to anti-doping policy of 

NADA. Till now, Sweden-based International Dope 

Testing Management (IDTM) was collecting cricketers’ 

samples on behalf of BCCI and submitting them to the 

National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL). 

Implication of this decision: NADA will now collect 

samples of all cricketers during domestic tournaments, 

bilateral series etc. It can also collect samples of all 

domestic and international cricketers in Indian Premier 

League (IPL) since it domestic event of BCCI. Thus, all 

Indian cricketers will now be governed by same rules and 

processes as other sportspersons in terms of doping 

testing including out-of-competition testing. 

About National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) 

It is national organisation which is responsible for 

promoting, monitoring and coordinating doping control 

program in sports in all its forms in India. 

It was established as registered society under Societies 

Registration Act of 1890 in 2005 with mandate for dope 

free sports in India. 

Primary objectives: To implement anti-doping rules as 

per World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) code, promote 

education and research, regulate dope control 

programme and create awareness about doping as well as 

its ill effects. 

Primary functions: 

(i) Implement anti doping code to achieve compliance by 

all sports organizations in the Country. 

(ii) Coordinate dope testing program through all 

participating stakeholders. 

(iii) Promote anti doping research and education to 

inculcate the value of dope free sports. 

(iv) Adopt best practice standards and quality systems to 

enable effective implementation and continual 

improvement of the program. 

 

ROTAVAC Vaccine 

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 

decided to expand Rotavirus vaccine to the entire country 

from September 2019. It will provide Rotavirus vaccine 

to every child across all 36 states/UTs by September, 

2019. This decision was taken as per an ambitious plan 

of Health Ministry under the 100-days agenda of the 

newly elected government. 

Background 

Out of all the causes of diarrhoea in India, rotavirus is a 

leading cause of diarrhoea in children less than 5 years 

of age. In India, every year there are 37 diarrheal deaths 

out of every 1000 children. It is estimated that rotavirus 

cause around 8 lakh hospitalizations; 32 lakh outpatient 

visits and estimated 78 thousand deaths annually in 

India. 

Rotavirus diarrhoea presents in similar manner like any 

other diarrhoea but can easily prevented through 

rotavirus vaccination. Other diarrhoea can be prevented 

through general measures such as safe water and safe 

food consumption, good hygiene, frequent hand 

washing, exclusive breastfeeding as well as vitamin A 

supplementation. 

About Rotavac 

It is India’s first indigenously developed vaccine for 

rotavirus infections. It has been developed by the 

Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech Limited. 

It was introduced in 2016 in phased manner, beginning 

with 4 states initially. At present, Rotavirus vaccine is 

now available in 28 States/UTs. 

It was included in Universal Immunization 

Programme (UIP) based on recommendation of expert 

committee National Technical Advisory Group on 

Immunization (NTAGI). 

UIP: 3 doses of rotavirus vaccine are provided along 

with other vaccines, free of cost under UIP at one and 

half month, two and half moth, and three and half month 

of age of child. 

WHO Pre-qualification: In January 2018, World 

Health Organisation (WHO) had prequalified Rotavac 

vaccine i.e. it can be sold internationally to several 

countries in Africa and South America. 

Gagandeep Kang: She had played key role development 

of Rotavac and for this she awarded Fellowship of the 

Royal Society (FRS), United Kingdom in April 2019, 

making her first Indian woman to be awarded this highest 

scientific recognition. 

 

Stubble burning reduces 41% in UP, Punjab, 

Haryana 

According to Union Government there has been a 41% 

reduction in stubble burning incidents in 2018 as 

compared to 2016. Recently, Secretary of Department of 

Agricultural Research and Education and Director 

General, ICAR Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra highlighted 

considerable reduction in crop residue burning incidents 

in 2018 through various government efforts 

under Central Sector Scheme (CSS) on ‘Promotion of 

Agricultural Mechanization for In-Situ Management 

of Crop Residue in the State of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 

Pradesh & NCT of Delhi’. 

Key Features of Scheme 
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Area Coverage: This Central Sector Scheme was 

launched by Union Government for period from 2018-19 

to 2019-20 to tackle air pollution and to subsidize 

machinery required for in-situ management of crop 

residue in States of Punjab, Haryana, UP and NCT of 

Delhi. 

Fund Utilization: The scheme had a total of Rs.1151.80 

Crores. Within 1 year of its implementation and utilizing 

an amount of Rs.500 crore, Happy Seeder (which is a 

tractor-mounted device has the capability to cut and lift 

the previous crop (ex- rice straw) and sow a new (wheat) 

crop in its place) or Zero Tillage Technology was 

adopted in 8 lakh hectares of land in North- Western 

States of India. Under the scheme, financial assistance 

@50% of cost is provided to farmers for purchase of in-

situ crop residue management machines on individual 

ownership basis and financial assistance @ 80% of 

project cost is provided for establishment of Custom 

Hiring Centres of in-situ crop residue management 

machinery. 

Data Gathered: Under the scheme paddy residue 

burning events have reduced by 15% and 41% in 2018 as 

compared to that in 2017 and 2016, respectively in state 

of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh (UP) & NCT of Delhi 

as per satellite data. 

Achievement: More than 4500 villages of Punjab and 

Haryana were declared as Zero Stubble Burning 

Villages during 2018 as not a single crop burning 

incident was reported from these villages. 

During 2018-19, funds were released to state 

governments of Punjab, Haryana and UP, for distribution 

of in-situ crop residue management machinery to farmers 

on subsidy, establishing Custom Hiring Centres (CHCs) 

of in-situ crop residue management machinery as well as 

for creating awareness among farmers by undertaking 

Information, Education and Communication (IEC) 

activities. 

Implementing Agency: Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) is implementing scheme by 60 Krishi 

Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) of Punjab (22), Haryana (14), 

NCT of Delhi (1) and UP (23). 

Awareness campaigns and Kisan Mela: Awareness 

campaigns were conducted all across States by 

organizing 1000s of demonstrations, putting up 

hoardings, banners and wall paintings. Neary 700 

awareness programs at village levels, 200 Kisan Ghostis 

and Field days, 86 Kisan Melas and 250 schools and 

colleges were sensitized in collaboration with State 

departments and agricultural universities. 

During 1 year period over 2 lakh stakeholders were 

sensitized, more than 400 hands-on training were 

organized and 18,000 farmers, tractor owner and 

machine operators were trained. 

Other Government Initiatives: 

In addition to above Scheme, separate funds are being 

allocated to States for crop residue management 

under Sub-Mission on Agriculture Mechanization by 

Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers 

Welfare under Ministry of Agriculture and farmers 

Welfare. 

State Governments have also been directed that for 

demonstration of straw management machinery at 

farmers’ fields an amount of Rs.4000/ Hectare shall be 

used from funds available for demonstration of machines 

under Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization. 

 

Jal Jeevan Mission 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the 

government will launch a Jal Jeevan Mission to bring 

piped water to households. The announcement was made 

dueing his 6th Independence Day (August 15) address 

from Red Fort. 

About Jal Jeevan Mission 

Concerned Authority: Under Department of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation. 

Need: Half of country’s households do not have access 

to piped water. Therefore, there is a need to quadruple 

water conservation efforts in next 5 years as to what was 

done in the last 70 years. 

Cost: Both centre and states will work towards achieving 

Jal Jeevan Mission’s objective. The expenditure on 

scheme would cost around more than Rs.3.5 lakh 

crore in coming years. 

Objective: It seeks to converge with other Central and 

State Government Schemes to achieve its objectives of 

sustainable water supply management across India. 

Focus Areas: JJM will focus on integrated demand and 

supply-side management of water at local level, 

including creation of local infrastructure for source 

sustainability such as groundwater recharge, rainwater 

harvesting, and management of household wastewater 

for reuse in agriculture. 

People’s Mission: Just like Swachhta Mission it would 

be a people’s mission. It is a movement towards water 

conservation that will take place at grassroots level and 

will integrate people from all walks of life. 

Other Efforts by Government 

Government has resolved to provide piped water to all 

households by 2024 and for his purpose it has clubbed all 

erstwhile water related ministries under one new Jal 

Shakti Ministry. 

In July 2019, Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman announced that government has identified 

1592 Blocks (spread across 256 districts) which are 

critical and over exploited, for Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA). 
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Samarth Scheme 

16 states out of 18 selected states have signed 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Union 

Ministry of Textiles for skilling about 4 lakh workers as 

part of Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile Sector 

(SAMARTH). 

16 states that have signed MoUs include Arunachal 

Pradesh, Kerala, Mizoram, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 

Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Madhya 

Pradesh, Tripura, Karnataka,Manipur, Haryana, 

Meghalaya, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand. Jammu & 

Kashmir and Odisha earlier had agreed to be on board, 

but did not sign MoU. 

Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile Sector 

(SAMARTH) 

It is skill development scheme of Union Ministry of 

Textiles, covering the entire value chain of the textile 

sector excluding Spinning & Weaving in organized 

Sector. It was approved by Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) in December 2017. 

Objectives: 

(i) Provide demand driven, placement oriented NSQF 

(National Skills Qualification Framework) Compliant 

skilling programme to incentivizeorganized textile and 

related sectors excluding Spinning and Weaving. 

(ii) Promote skilling and skill up-gradation in the 

traditional sectors of handlooms, handicrafts, sericulture 

and jute. 

(iii) Provide Sustainable livelihood to all sections of the 

society across the country 

Implementation Target: Train 10 lakh persons (9 lakh 

in organised and 1 lakh in traditional sector) over period 

of 3 years (2017-20) with budgetary outlay of Rs. 1300 

crore. 

Features: Under it, skill gap and skilling requirements 

will be assessed and skills will be imparted accordingly. 

In addition to domain specific hard skills, 30 hours of 

soft skills will be also provided. Trainees will be assessed 

and certified by accredited Assessment Agency.  It 

provides placement guarantee of 70% successful trainees 

(for courses in organised sector, all 70% have to be 

placed in wage employment, in courses of traditional 

sector, atleast 50% are to be placed in wage 

employment). It also makes mandatory for post 

placement tracking 

 

Bunker Museum 

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated underground 

‘Bunker Museum‘ at the Raj Bhavan (official residence 

of the Governor of Maharashtra) in state capital Mumbai. 

The 15,000 square feet museum has virtual reality (VR) 

booths in which visitors can time travel to 19th century. 

It will be opened for general public with online booking 

facility later this year. 

Background 

Recent Discovery: The bunker was discovered by 

Maharashtra Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao last year, 

along with two identical cannons, atop foothills of Raj 

Bhavan, which is situated at the tip of south 

Mumbai.  The twin cannons (1.15 metre in diameter and 

4.7 metre in length) were found covered in mud 25 

metres apart from each other. 

History: It was created in 19th century to fire cannons at 

approaching enemy ships. It is believed to have been 

asset of battery stationed near coast to defend Bombay 

Castle from naval attacks. It resembles fort and is made 

up of 13 rooms, which can be accessed by passing 

through 20-foot-tall gate. The rooms bear names such as 

Gun Shell, Shell Store, Cartridge Store, Pump, Central 

Artillery Store, Shell Lift and Workshop. Its 

underground passage has proper drainage system and 

inlets for fresh air and light. 

Restoration: As part of it, structural audit of bunker was 

conducted and structural strengthening was carried out 

later. It was developed for adaptive reuse as museum 

without changing its original features. The museum 

incorporates virtual reality on themes of cannon-firing 

experience, history of Raj Bhavan and glimpse of the 

forts of Maharashtra. 

 

Iceland holds funeral for Okjokull: 1st glacier 

lost to climate change 

As the world recently marked warmest July ever on 

record, Iceland held funeral for Okjokull glacier, 

country’s 1st glacier lost to climate change. Nation 

commemorated the once huge Okjokull glacier with 

plaque. The commemoration ceremony was also 

attended by Prime Minister of Iceland Katrin 

Jakobsdottir. 

Key Highlights 

People in Iceland gathered together to commemorate loss 

of glacier Okjokull, which was officially declared dead 

in 2014 at age of 700. 

People who attended ceremony walked up volcano 

northeast of capital Reykjavik to lay a plaque which 

carries a letter to future and warns action is needed to 

prevent climate change. 

First monument to a lost glacier: A bronze plaque was 

mounted on a bare rock in a ceremony on barren terrain 

once covered by Okjökull glacier in western 

Iceland. Plaque is also labelled ‘415 ppm CO2’, which 

refers to record level of carbon dioxide measured in 

atmosphere last May. This monument acknowledges that 

we know what is happening and what needs to be done. 
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About Okjokull glacier 

Okjokull is 1st Icelandic glacier to lose its status as 

glacier and in next 200 years countries all main glaciers 

are expected to follow same path. 

The glacier was officially declared dead by Icelandic 

Meteorological Office (IMO) when it was no longer 

thick enough to move. 

Concern: Iceland has marked its 1st-ever loss of a 

glacier to climate change as Okjokull which was once 

was glacier has been reduced to a small patch of ice atop 

a volcano. Scientists warn that hundreds of other ice 

sheets on subarctic island risk same fate. 

Iceland loses about 11 billion tonnes of ice/year. 

Scientists fear that all of island country’s 400-plus 

glaciers will be gone by 2200 

 

PM’s visit to Bhutan 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on a two-day visit 

to neighbouring country Bhutan to explore ways to 

further strengthen and diversify bilateral partnership 

across several sectors. This is PM Modi’s 2nd visit to 

Bhutan and 1st since his re-election in May 2019. On 

reaching Thimphu (Capital of Bhutan), he was 

welcomed by Lotay Tshering, Prime Minister of Bhutan 

and received a Guard of Honour. 

Key Highlights of Visit 

Sapling palnted at Bhutan’s historic Simtoka Dzong 

PM Modi planted a Cypress tree sapling at historic 

Simtoka Dzong in Thimpu in presence of his Bhutanese 

counterpart Lotay Tshering. Simtoka Dzong is one of 

the oldest fortress in Himalayan nation. It was built-in 

1629 by Shabdrung Namgyal, a Tibetan Buddhist lama 

who is regarded as unifier of Bhutan as a nation-state. 

Simtoka Dzong functions as a monastic and 

administrative centre. 

720 MW Mangdechhu hydroelectric power plant 

inaugurated 

This hydroelectric plant is touted as a Bhutan-India 

friendship project. It is a 720MW run-of-river power 

plant built on Mangdechhu River in Trongsa 

Dzongkhag district of central Bhutan. It was developed 

by Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project Authority 

(MHPA). MHPA was jointly constituted by Indian and 

Bhutanese governments. 

It is one of the major projects under Bhutan’s initiative 

to generate 10,000 MW hydropower by 2020 with 

support from Indian government. Most of the electricity 

generated by Rs 4,500-crore hydroelectric plant will 

meet energy requirements of Bhutan and surplus 

electricity will be exported to India. Stamps were also 

launched to commemorate 5 decades of India-Bhutan 

Hydropower cooperation. 

RuPay Card launched 

PM Modi launched RuPay Card in Bhutan by making a 

purchase at Simtokha Dzong, one of the oldest dzongs 

in Bhutan. India announced that an additional $100 

million will be available to Bhutan under SAARC 

currency swap framework to meet foreign exchange 

requirement. 

Two countries signed 10 MoUs 

India and Bhutan signed 10 Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoUs) to diversify the friendship in 

fields of space research, aviation, IT, power, education, 

science, technology and legal education. 

Some of key MoU are: 

Power Purchase Agreement between PTC India Limited 

(PTC), the leading provider of power trading solutions 

in India and Druk Green Power Corporation Limited 

(DGPC) in Bhutan for Sale and Purchase 

of Mangdechhu Power. 

MoU between Bhutan’s Department of Information 

Technology and Telecom (DITT) and Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) on establishment 

of SATCOM Network for utilization of South Asia 

Satellite (also known as GSAT-9). 

MoU between Bhutan’s Air Accident Investigation Unit 

(AAIU) and India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation 

Bureau on cooperation on Aircraft Accident and 

Incident Investigation. 

MoU for interconnection between National Knowledge 

Network (NKK) of India and Druk Research and 

Education Network (DREK) of Bhutan. 

 

Mahatma Gandhi Sarbat Sehat Bima Yojana 

State government of Punjab launched a mega health 

insurance scheme title ‘Mahatma Gandhi Sarbat 

Sehat Bima Yojana’ (MGSSBY) for poor by 

clubbing Centre’s Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (PMJAY) plan with its own. The PMJAY 

was unveiled in September 2018 by the Centre and 

kept on hold so far by Punjab government. 

The scheme was launched by Punjab’s Chief 

Minister Amarinder Singh to mark 75th birth 

anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

With launch of this scheme, Punjab has become 1st 

state to offer medical insurance for such a large 

proportion of its population. 

It incorporates Ayushman Bharat or Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), Centre’s health insurance 

scheme for poor. By clubbing Centre’s Ayushman 

Bharat plan with its MGSSBY, it is expected to benefit 

46 lakh families covering 76% of state’s population. 
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India to offer e-tourist visa fee based on tourist 

footfall 

India will introduce a flexible e-tourist visa regime for 

more than 160 countries based on tourist footfall. As per 

this the e-tourist visa fee would be higher for peak season 

of July to March and a considerably lower fee during lean 

period of April to June. The objective behind the move 

is to encourage foreign tourists to visit India. 

Both the Union Home Ministry and Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) have given approval to the flexible e-

tourist visa regime. 

Key Highlights 

Fee for e-visa with a validity of 30 days to 5 years ranges 

between $10 and $80. 

There will be no visa fee for tourists from belonging 

to Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation 

(FIPIC), which consists of 14 Pacific Island nations 

namely- Cook Islands, Micronesia, Kiribati, Nauru, 

Palau, Papua New Guinea, Niue Island, Samoa, Fiji, 

Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Marshall Islands, Solomon Islands and 

Tonga. Visa fee will also be exempted for tourist from 

Mauritius, Uruguay, Myanamar, Indonesia, Jamaica, 

Seychelles and South Africa and Argentina. 

Tourists from all countries to which India has extended 

e-visa facility will pay $10 for 30 day e-visa during lean 

season and will have to pay $25 during peak period. 

Tourists from these nations will have to pay $40 for 1-

year e-visa and $80 for 5-year e-visa validity. 

For Sri Lanka, Japan and Singapore, the 30-day lean 

period visa fee is suggested to cost $10, and for peak 

season 30-day visa and for 1-year and 5-year e-visa fee 

is $25. 

 

Nishtha launched by HRD Ministry 

Union Minister of Human Resources Development 

(HRD) Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched the 

Integrated Teachers’ Training 

Programme, NISHTHA or National Initiative for 

School Head’s and Teachers’ Holistic 

Advancement in New Delhi. HRD Minister also 

launched NISHTHA initiative’s Website, Training 

Modules, Primer Booklet and Mobile App built for 

purpose. 

The Mobile App and Learning Management System 

(LMS) which will be will be used for registration of 

Resource Persons and Teachers, training gap and impact 

analysis, monitoring, mentoring and measuring progress 

online is  based on MOODLE (Modular Object-Oriented 

Dynamic Learning Environment)  and have been 

developed by NCERT. 

Key Features of NISHTHA 

Objective: The Integrated Teachers’ Training 

Programme aims to build capacities by training around 

42 lakh teachers across country. 

Purpose: In a bid to boost education and employment, 

HRD Ministry is focusing on reskilling teaching 

workforce. Integrated training will motivate and equip 

teachers to encourage and foster critical thinking in 

students, handle diverse situations and act as 1st level 

counsellors. 

Participants: It covers all teachers and Heads of school 

at elementary level in all government school, faculty 

members of State Council of Educational Research and 

Training (SCERT), District Institutes of Education and 

Training (DIETs), Block Resource Coordinators and 

Cluster Resource Coordinators as well as other 

educational departments of all States and Union 

Territories (UTs). 

NISHTHA is world’s largest teachers’ training 

programme of its kind. It is first of its kind initiative 

wherein standardized training modules are developed at 

national level for all states and UTs. 

Training Modules: for NISHTHA have been developed 

by consultative process involving suggestions from 

states and Union Territories (UTs) and Central Board of 

Secondary Education (CBSE), Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Samiti (NVS), Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS), 

School Principals and Non-Governmental 

Organizations, (NGOs) like Aurobindo Society, 

Kaivalya Foundation, Azim Premji Foundation and Tata 

Trust. 

Conducting Training:  The 33120 Key Resource 

Persons (KRPs) and State Resource Persons (SRP) 

identified by State and UTs will be conducting training 

directly. These KRPs will in turn be trained by 120 

National Resource Persons identified from National 

Council of Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT), CBSE, National Institute of Educational 

Planning and Administration (NIEPA), KVS, NVS, and 

NGOs. 

Teacher Awareness and Skill Development: 

Teachers will get awareness and develop their skills on 

various aspects related to Learning Outcomes, Learner-

centered Pedagogy, Competency Based Learning and 

Testing, School Safety and Security, Inclusive Education 

and Personal-social qualities. 

Teachers will also get awareness on Information and 

Communications Technology (ICT) in teaching-learning 

including Artificial Intelligence (AI), Health and well-

being including yoga, Initiatives in School Education 

including library, kitchen garden, eco club, youth club, 

School Leadership qualities, Environmental Concerns, 

Pre-school, Pre-vocational Education and School Based 

Assessment in a joyful learning manner. 

Significance: Teachers hold a pivotal position in society 

and help build character in students. Therefore, through 
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this initiative, teachers at elementary level will be able to 

acquire scientific temperament and knowledge of other 

important educational aspects and transfer it to students. 

 

SARAL: State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness 

Index 

RK Singh, Union Minister of State for Power and New 

& Renewable Energy (IC) launched SARAL-State 

Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index during Review 

Planning and Monitoring (RPM) Meeting with States 

and State Power Utilities, held in New 

Delhi.  SARAL evaluates Indian states based on their 

attractiveness for rooftop development. Karnataka has 

been placed at 1st rank in Index followed by Telangana, 

Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh which got 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

rank respectively. 

SARAL: State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index 

It is the 1st of its kind index to provide a comprehensive 

overview of state-level measures adopted to facilitate 

rooftop solar deployment. 

Designed by: The Index has been designed by Union 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) in 

collaboration with Shakti Sustainable Energy 

Foundation (SSEF), Associated Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) and Ernst & Young 

(EY). 

5 key aspects captured by SARAL – 

• Robustness of Policy Framework 

• Consumer Experience 

• Implementation Environment 

• Business Ecosystem 

• Investment Climate 

SARAL encourages each state to assess initiatives taken 

so far and to improve its solar rooftop ecosystem. This 

will help states to channelize investments and will create 

a more conducive environment for solar rooftop 

installations, encourage investment and will eventually 

lead to accelerated growth of sector. 

Significance: Power Ministry has set a target to 

operationalize 175 giga watt (GW) of renewable energy 

capacity by 2022, of which 100 GW solar power to be 

operational by March 2022 and 40 GW (out of 100 GW) 

is expected to come from grid connected solar rooftops. 

Therefore, launching the Index would incentivise rooftop 

solar by creating healthy competition among States and 

all States would be encouraged to adopt best practices 

being followed by top-ranking States. 

 

 

Indian Railways to ban Single Use plastic from 

Oct 2 

In a move to curb use of plastics, Union Ministry of 

Railways has directed all regional offices to ensure 

complete removal of single-use plastics from all railways 

stations effective from 2 October 2019. The move is an 

effort by Indian Railways to shield the environment from 

menace of plastic. 

Key Highlights 

Indian Railways has directed all Railway units to enforce 

ban on single use plastic material, with less than 50 

micron thickness, except where the thickness of such 

plastic sheets impair functionality of product. 

Emphasis is on making necessary arrangements to 

minimize generation of plastic waste, its eco- friendly 

disposal and to follow Plastic Waste Management rules. 

Railway Ministry has also instructed its Railway units to 

administer a pledge on 2nd October 2019 to cut use of 

plastics and to adapt measures such as Information, 

Education & Communication (IEC) to create awareness 

among railway users. 

Circular issued by Ministry of Railways in this regard 

states following instructions- 

Ban on single use plastic material 

Railways will work with vendors at all railway platforms 

to encourage all railway vendors to avoid use of plastic 

carry bags 

Railway employees should reduce, reuse and 

refuse plastic products and should use inexpensive 

reusable bags to reduce plastic footprint 

IRCTC (Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 

Corporation) to implement return of plastic drinking 

water bottles as part of Extended Producer 

Responsibility– a strategy to add all of environmental 

costs associated with a product throughout product life 

cycle to market price of that product and Plastic Bottle 

crushing machines to be provided expeditiously for this 

purpose. In 1st phase 1,853 plastic water bottle crushing 

machines will be installed at 360 major stations. 

Ban will be strictly enforced on railway stations from 

2nd October 2019 and other properties across country as 

part of ‘Plastic Free Railway’ 

 

Sabka Vishwas Legacy Dispute Resolution 

Scheme 

Union Finance Ministry has notified Sabka Vishwas-

Legacy Dispute Resolution Scheme, 2019, a dispute 

resolution and amnesty scheme to reduce legacy service 

tax and central excise cases. It will become operational 

from September 1, 2019 four months till December 31, 
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2019. It can be availed by taxpayers for closing their 

pending disputes relating to legacy Service Tax and 

Central Excise cases that are now subsumed under Goods 

and Services Tax (GST) so they can focus on GST. 

About Sabka Vishwas-Legacy Dispute Resolution 

Scheme 2019 

Objective: To free large number of small taxpayers of 

their pending disputes with the tax administration. 

Two main components of Scheme: 

(i) Dispute resolution: It is aimed at liquidating legacy 

cases of Central Excise and Service Tax that have been 

subsumed in GST and are pending in litigation at various 

forums. 

(ii) Amnesty component: It provides opportunity to 

taxpayers to pay outstanding tax and be free of any other 

consequence under law. 

Relief: It provides substantial relief in tax dues for all 

categories of cases as well as full waiver of interest, fine 

or penalty. It also provides for complete amnesty from 

prosecution. 

Background 

This scheme was announced by Union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget speech 2019 to free 

large number of small taxpayers of their pending disputes 

with the tax administration. More than Rs 3.75 lakh crore 

is blocked in excise and service tax litigations. 

 

Bharatcraft Portal 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari has announced that Union 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs) is planning to launch Bharatcraft portal, a desi 

version e-commerce marketing platform. It will be based 

on the lines of e-commerce behemoths such as Alibaba 

and Amazon. It will provide platform for MSMEs to 

market and sell their products and in turn boost the 

overall sector. It has potential to achieve revenues of 

around Rs 10 lakh crore in the 2-3 years. 

Need for portal 

MSME sector currently contributes nearly 29% to the 

manufacturing segment and 40% to the exports. It has 

potential to generate additional employment of 5 crore in 

the next five years. Union Government has set target to 

increase contribution of MSMEs in the manufacturing 

sector to 50% in the next five years. 

 

 

 

1st World Youth Conference on Kindness held in 

NewDelhi 

The first World Youth Conference for Kindness was 

recently held in New Delhi. It was inaugurated by 

President Ram Nath Kovind. It was organised 

by UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for 

Peace and Sustainable Development (MGIEP). 

About Conference 

It was held in commemoration of 150th birth anniversary 

celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi. It was aimed at 

providing youth with creative, effective methods of 

engaging and realising UN Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). It sought inspiration from Gandhi’s 

championing of non-violence. Its theme was 

‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Gandhi for the 

Contemporary World: Celebrating the 150th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.’ It saw participation of 

60 international delegates, prominent artists, nobel 

laureates and over 1,000 youth from over 27 countries, 

each of whom work in the field of positive social change. 

 

Ocean Energy gets Renewable Energy Status 

Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 

has approved proposal to declare ocean energy as 

Renewable Energy. It has clarified to all stakeholders 

that energy produced using various forms of ocean 

energy such as tidal, wave and ocean thermal energy 

conversion (OTEC) will be considered as Renewable 

Energy. The decision will give boost to ocean energy in 

the country. It will make ocean energy eligible for 

meeting the non-solar Renewable Purchase Obligations 

(RPO). 

Background 

Ocean energy is currently under-utilized and as on date, 

India does not have any installed ocean energy capacity. 

It is mostly exploited through a few technologies 

including wave, tidal, current energy and ocean thermal 

energy. 

The total identified potential of tidal energy is about 

12,455 mega watt (NW), with potential locations 

identified at Khambat and Kutch regions of Gujarat and 

large backwaters where barrage technology could be 

used. 

Preliminary estimates also have pegged total potential of 

wave energy in India along the country’s coast to be 

about 40,000 MW. OTEC has theoretical potential of 

180,000 MW, but it is subject to suitable technological 

evolution. Gulf of Kutch and Gulf of Cambay in Gujarat 

on west coast of the country also show potential for tidal 

energy production. 
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WADA suspends accreditation of India’s 

National Dope Testing Laboratory for 6 Months 

World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) suspended 

accreditation of National Dope Testing Laboratory 

(NDTL) for six months. This suspension was imposed 

due to non-conformities with International Standard for 

Laboratories (ISL) by NDTL as identified during 

WADA site visit. 

Reasons for Suspension 

WADA had given repeated warnings to NDTL to 

upgrade its testing methods. Since 2011, lot of positive 

doping reports were reported out of NDTL in cases 

where Indian athletes were actually tested negative 

earlier by it. With rising trust issues, WADA had warned 

NDTL to improve its testing methods and types of 

equipment in September 2018. 

But NDTL subsequently failed to meet standards, 

forcing WADA to recommend its suspension following 

its visit to the lab in May 2019. One of the key areas of 

concern for WADA was the ‘Isotope Ratio Mass 

Spectrometry’, which differentiates the presence of a 

natural and synthetic substance in the body. 

Impact of Suspension 

This suspension (effective from 20 August 2019) 

prohibits NDTL from carrying out any anti-doping 

activities, including all analyses of urine and blood 

samples Despite six-month suspension, NADA can still 

carry on sample collection but tests will have to be 

conducted at WADA-accredited labs outside India 

during this period. Moreover, samples collected 

previously by NDTL will have to be moved safely to an 

accredited lab. 

About World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

It is global Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that 

aims at harmonizing anti-doping regulations in all sports 

and countries. It is collective initiative led by the 

International Olympic Committee. 

It was established in 1999 in Lausanne Switzerland under 

so called Declaration of Lausanne. Its headquarters is in 

Montreal, Canada. 

It is mandated to coordinate, promote and monitor the 

fight against drugs in sports. 

 

September Month: Poshan Maah 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced to 

celebrate September 2019 as a month of nutrition. The 

announcement was made in his latest Mann Ki Baat 

programe in which he laid emphasis on creating 

awareness to fight malnutrition among children, 

particularly girl child. 

Key Highlights 

The month of September will be celebrated as ‘Poshan 

Abhiyaan’ across India. 

Due to lack of awareness, both poor and affluent families 

are affected by malnutrition, therefore, PM urged 

countrymen to get connected with and get information 

about this initiative, add some new features to ‘Poshan 

Abhiyaan’ by contributing to it. 

In 2018, Gujarat Government launched a pilot project 

called Poshan Abhiyan which is a statewide mission to 

eradicate malnutrition among children. 

Chief Minister of Gujarat Vijay Rupani had also 

launched PURNA project or Prevention of under 

Nutrition and Reduction of Nutritional Anaemia 

among Adolescent Girls, to eliminate malnutrition 

among girls in age group of 14 to 18 years. 

State Government had allocated Rs.270 crore for this 

pilot project. Now, the awareness campaign during 

September will further boost Poshan Abhiyan in state. 

 

Akademik Lomonosov 

Russia launched world’s first floating nuclear reactor 

called Akademik Lomonosov, sending it on epic journey 

across the Arctic. It was launched and loaded with 

nuclear fuel from Arctic port of Murmansk for its 5,000 

kilometre voyage to Pevek in northeastern Siberia. On 

arriving in Pevek, it will replace local nuclear plant and 

closed coal plant. It will go in full operations by end 2019 

and it will mainly serve region’s oil platforms in Arctic. 

One of its targets is also to power Chaun-Bilibin mining 

complex in Chukotka region, which also includes gold 

mine. 

About Akademik Lomonosov 

It was constructed by Russian state nuclear power firm 

Rosatom. It has been named after Russian Academician 

and scientist Mikhail Lomonosov. It follow examples of 

nuclear submarines, aircraft carriers and icebreakers 

which have long used nuclear power, and are intended 

for isolated areas with little infrastructure. 

Features: It is 144 metres long and 30 metres wide. It 

has displacement capacity of 21,500 tonnes and can carry 

crew of total 69 people. It has latest security systems and 

Russia claims that it is one of safest nuclear installations 

in the world. 

Power generation: It is fitted with 2 modified KLT-40 

naval propulsion nuclear reactors (each of 35 MW 

capacity) together providing up to 70 MW of electricity 

and 300 MW of heat. It will be primarily used to power 

oil rigs in untapped Artic region’s remote areas where 

Russia is pushing to drill for oil and gas since global 

warming and melting ice has made earlier ice covered 

Northeast Passage (connecting Atlantic Ocean to Pacific 

along Russia’s northern coast) more accessible. 
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Concerns 

Environmentalists and critics have dubbed Akademik 

Lomonosov’s as ‘nuclear Titanic’ or ‘Chernobyl on ice’ 

citing to previous Russian and Soviet nuclear accidents 

(1986 Chernobyl disaster). They have warned that 

Akademik Lomonosov’s mission increases risk of 

polluting pristine Arctic – a remote, sparsely-populated 

region with no big clean-up facilities. 

 

National Digital Library 

Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(HRD) has launched National Digital Library of India 

project under its National Mission on Education 

through Information and Communication 

Technology (NMEICT). The project seeks to develop 

framework of virtual repository of learning resources 

with a single-window search facility. 

About National Digital Library of India project 

Objective: To make quality digital educational resources 

available to all citizens of the country to empower, 

inspire and encourage learning. 

Implementing agency: It has been developed by Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur. 

Features: 

It is a single window platform that collects and collates 

metadata from premier learning institutions in India and 

abroad, as well as other relevant sources. It is digital 

repository containing textbooks, articles, videos, audio 

books, lectures, simulations, fiction and all other kinds 

of learning media. It is a 24×7 knowledge resource 

platform that is accessible to anyone with internet access. 

It can hold content of any language and provides learning 

and research interface support for leading Indian 

languages. As of now, it has more than 3 crore digital 

resources available in over 200 languages. Its contents 

cover almost all major domains of education and all 

major levels of learners. 

It has more than 50 lakh registered students and about 20 

lakh active users. It allows users to access digital library 

anytime and anywhere absolutely free of cost. It has been 

integrated with UMANG App and users can register 

through www.ndl.gov.in or through the mobile app. 

 

CoP18 

The 18th Conference of the Parties 

(CoP18) of Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

was recently held in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Highlights of COP18 CITES 

Smooth-coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillata) was moved 

from CITES Appendix II to CITES Appendix I, giving it 

highest level of international protection from 

commercial trade. Indian star tortoise was also moved 

to CITES Appendix I. Tokay gecko (Gekko gecko) will 

be included in CITES Appendix II. 

The proposal to prohibit commercial international trade 

in species of otter native to the subcontinent and some 

other parts of Asia was put by India, Nepal, and 

Bangladesh. 

Smooth-coated otter: It is considered to be facing high 

risk of extinction and is detrimentally affected by 

international trade, as well as habitat loss and 

degradation and persecution associated with conflict 

with people (and fisheries). Its numbers in wild has fallen 

by at least 30% over the past 30 years. 

About Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

It is as international agreement aimed at ensuring that 

international trade in specimens of wild animals and 

plants does not threaten their survival. Its text was agreed 

in Washington, DC, in 1973 (So it is also referred to as 

Washington Convention) and entered into force in 

1975.  It now has 183 parties. It is legally binding on 

Parties i.e. they are committed to implementing it. 

However, it does not take place of national laws of 

parties, but obliges them to adopt their own domestic 

legislation to implement its goals. It is administered 

through United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). Its secretariat is located in Geneva, capital of 

Switzerland. 

CITES Appendix: It classifies plants and animals 

according to three categories, or appendices, based on 

level of threats faced by them. CITES also restricts trade 

in items made from such plants and animals, such as 

food, medicine, clothing, and souvenirs etc. 

Appendix I: It includes species threatened with 

extinction. CITES completely bans commercial trade in 

specimens of these species. But is permitted only in 

exceptional circumstances. 

Appendix II: It provides a lower level of protection. 

Appendix III: It contains species that are protected in at 

least one country, which has asked other CITES Parties 

for assistance in controlling the trade. 

 

Kalvi Tholaikkatchi 

Tamil Nadu Government launched its exclusive 

education TV channel named Kalvi Tholaikkatchi 

(Education TV). It is an initiative of the School 

Education Department aimed at benefiting students of 

classes I to XII. 

Kalvi Tholaikkatchi TV channel 
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It will telecast programmes from 6 am to 9.30 pm every 

day. Its programmes will be based on board exam 

preparation for students, employment news and 

opportunities for the youth and career-guidance 

information. 

Its content has been prepared by group of 25 teachers. Its 

programmes will also have guest speakers like authors 

and subject experts. State Council for Educational 

Research and Training (SCERT) also has contributed for 

content development of this channel. 

To make available this channel, Tamil Nadu government 

has reportedly fixed cable TV connections in all 

government schools with high school and higher 

secondary classes. Soon, cable connections will installed 

at primary and middle schools as well for its full 

coverage. 

 

Indian Institute of Petroleum sets up plant to 

turn plastic waste into diesel 

Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP) has set up a waste 

plastic to diesel plant in Dehradun (capital of 

Uttarakhand) as a step towards ensuring freedom from 

plastic. It was inaugurated by Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union 

Minister for Science and Technology and Trivendra 

Singh Rawat, Chief Minister of Uttarakhand. 

Key Highlights 

Process: In the waste plastic to diesel plant set up in IIP, 

scientists will process waste plastics into fuel. 

The plant has a capacity to produce 800-litre diesel from 

1 tonne of plastic. The plastic used will be collected with 

the help of NGOs. 

Benefits: By producing diesel out of plastic waste on a 

large scale, the plant beside being a good step towards 

freedom from plastic also reduces India’s dependence on 

other countries for petroleum products. 

Significance: The plant has been set up at a time various 

countries are working towards a plastic-free world. This 

is yet another achievement of IIP after successfully 

producing biofuel for aircraft. 

About Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP) 

It is one of the constituent laboratories of Council of 

Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), dedicated to 

Research & Developmet (R&D) in hydrocarbon sector. 

It was established in 1960. 

Function: It develops processes and products for 

petrochemical industries and petroleum refining, training 

of personnel in oil and petrochemical industries, as well 

as assisting in formulation of standards for petroleum 

products. 

 

International Day against Nuclear Tests 

observed on August 29 

The International Day Against Nuclear Tests is observed 

across every year across the world on 29 August with aim 

to raise awareness about the effects of nuclear weapon 

test explosions or any other nuclear explosions. 

Purpose of this day: (i) To promote peace and security 

world-wide and calls for urgent need to prevent nuclear 

catastrophes to avert devastating effects on humankind, 

environment and the planet. (ii) To highlight urgent need 

for cessation of nuclear weapons as one of the means of 

achieving the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free world. 

About International Day Against Nuclear Tests 

It was officially proclaimed by United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) by unanimously adopting Resolution 

64/35 in December 2009 initiated by Kazakhstan with 

support of large number of sponsors and cosponsors. It 

was observed for first time in 2010 and since then 

observed annually to galvanize necessity of banning 

nuclear weapon tests. 

Why August 29? It seeks to commemorate closure of 

Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site (also known as The 

Polygon) on 29 August 1991. This nuclear test site was 

the primary testing venue for nuclear weapons of then 

Soviet Union. It is located on steppe in northeast 

Kazakhstan (then Kazakh SSR part of USSR), south of 

valley of the Irtysh River. On this test site, Soviet Union 

had conducted total 456 nuclear tests from 1949 until 

1989 (340 underground and 116 atmospheric explosions 

i.e. roughly equivalent of 2500 Hiroshima atomic 

bombs) with little regard for their ill-effects of radiation 

on local people or environment. 

 

Fit India Movement 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched nation-wide Fit 

India Movement from event held in Indira Gandhi 

Stadium Complex in New Delhi. It was launched on the 

occasion of National Sports Day (observed on 29 

August) observed to commemorate birth anniversary of 

hockey doyen Major Dhyan Chand. 

About Fit India Movement 

It is aimed at encouraging people to give priority to 

sports and fitness in their day-to-day lives. It will 

inculcate physical activities/sports into the daily lives of 

citizens to improve their physical fitness and well-being. 

Advisory committee 

Union Sports Ministry has constituted Advisory 

committee to advise the government on the “Fit India 

Movement. It is headed by Union Sports Minister Kiren 

Rijiju. Its members comprises of Indian Olympic 

Association (IOA), national sports federations (NSFs), 

government officials, private bodies and celebrated 
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fitness enthusiasts. Representatives of private bodies 

such as Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), Tata 

Trusts, JSW Cement and JSW Paints, Reliance 

Foundation, SE TransStadia Pvt. Ltd., ASSOCHAM 

India, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry (FICCI), and actors Milind Soman and Shilpa 

Shetty will also be involved in it. 

#HumFitTohIndiaFit campaign 

This is not the first time Union Ministry of Sports and 

Youth Affairs has launched a fitness campaign. In 2018, 

it had launched #HumFitTohIndiaFit campaign to 

encourage people to share their fitness level by doing 

exercises like push-ups. It was launched by the Sports 

Minister Rajwardhan Rathore and as part of it, his video 

doing push-ups had gone viral on social media, several 

personalities including PM Modi, Saina Nehwal Virat 

Kohli, and Hrithik Roshan had shared videos of them 

doing exercises or yoga on social media.

 

Persons in News 

 

Giriraj Prasad Gupta 

Girraj Prasad Gupta took over as Controller General of 

Accounts (CGA), Department of Expenditure, Union 

Ministry of Finance with effect from 1 August 2019. 

CGA is Principal Accounting Adviser to Government of 

India. It functions under Department of Expenditure, 

Union Ministry of Finance. 

CGA heads the organisation and is responsible for 

administering this system. 

 

Ravish Kumar 

Indian journalist Ravish Kumar (44) of NDTV news 

channel was chosen for 2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award. 

He has been given this prestigious award in 

recognition for harnessing journalism to give voice to 

voiceless. He is among 5 individuals who were chosen 

for this years’ award. The award will be presented to all 

recipients at a ceremony in Manila (Capital of 

Philippine) on 9 September 2019. 

In 2018, it was awarded to two Indians Bharat Vatwani 

and Sonam Wangchuk. 

 

 

Frank Zapata 

France’s Franky Zapata successfully crossed English 

Channel on a jet-powered hoverboard for 1st time. The 

journey took just over 20 minutes. The French inventor 

reached speeds of 110 mph to complete 22-mile journey 

on his flyboard. He took off from Sangatte, northern 

France and landed in St. Margarets Bay, near Dover in 

southeast England. This was his 2nd attempt after a 

failed attempt in July 2019. 

 

Vinesh Phogat 

Indian Wrestler Vinesh Phogat won gold in women’s 

53kg category at Poland Open wrestling tournament in 

Warsaw (capital of Poland). The 24 year old prevailed 

3-2 over wrestler Roksana of Poland in final of 

competition. This is her 3rd consecutive gold in 

women’s 53kg category after Spain and Turkey. 

 

GJ357 d 

NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) 

mission has discovered GJ 357 d, a super-Earth planet 

located 31 light years away from our own solar system. 

Researchers claim that it is the first nearby “super-

Earth” planet that could possibly support life as it orbit 

within its star’s “habitable zone or Goldilocks Zone”. 

 

Arun Lal 

Former India cricketer and Bengal captain Arun Lal 

conferred with Karthik Bose Lifetime 

Achievement award of the Cricket Association of 

Bengal’s (CAB’s) in Kolkata. Former Bengal captain 

Raju Mukherjee was also considered for 2019 Lifetime 

Achievement but CAB eventually picked Lal. 

 

Toyota Thailand Open 2019 

Men’s Doubles: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy & Chirag 

Shetty of India 

Men’s Singles: Chou Tien-chen of Chinese Taipei 

Women’s Doubles: Shiho Tanaka & Koharu Yonemoto 

of Japan 
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Women’s Singles: Chen Yufei of China 

Mixed Doubles: Huang Dongping & Wang Yilü China 

 

Sushma Swaraj 

Former Union External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj, passed away after suffering a cardiac arrest in 

New Delhi. She was 67, She had started her political 

career under Janata Party and was elected to the 

Haryana assembly in 1977 and became a state minister 

at age 

Many firsts to her credit: (i) Youngest Cabinet 

Minister (age) in Haryana Government in 1977, (ii) first 

woman Chief Minister of Delhi in 1998 (iii) first 

woman spokesperson for any national political party in 

the country and (iv)India’s first full-time woman 

Foreign Minister. 

Important offices held: She was External Affairs 

Minister (from 2014 to 2019), leader of the Opposition 

in Lok Sabha (from 2009 to 2014), Minister for 

Information and Broadcasting in Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

Government (2000-2003), Minister of Health and 

Family Welfare ( anuary 2003 to May 2004), Minister 

of Parliamentary Affairs (January 2003 to May 2004) 

and 5th Chief Minister of Delhi (from October 1998 to 

December 1998). 

 

Shahrukh Khan 

Indian Bollywood Superstar Shah Rukh Khan was 

felicitated with ‘Excellence in Cinema’ honour at 

Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 2019. He 

was felicitated at iconic Palais Theatre in Melbourne, 

which is one of city’s heritage landmarks. 

 

Bharat Ratna 

President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, presented Bharat 

Ratna Awards to Nanaji Deshmukh (posthumously), 

Bhupendra Kumar Hazarika (posthumously) and Pranab 

Mukherjee at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

 

 

 

 

 

National Awards 

National Film Awards 2019 awards were announced by 

Rahul Rawail, head of Jury for feature films. The year 

2019 marks 66th edition of National Film awards. 

Usually recipients of annual National Film Awards are 

announced in month of April and presentation takes 

place on May 3 every year but it was delayed this time 

owing to the 17th Lok Sabha polls. 

National film awards are given in 31 categories. 419 

films competed for 2019 award. In this year’s award a 

new category called Award for Most Film Friendly 

State was instituted which was won by Uttarakhand. 

66th National Film Awards Winners 

• Best Feature Film: ‘Hellaro’ (Gujarati) 

• Best Non Feature Film: Son Rise by Vibha Bakshi 

and The Secret Life of Frogs by Ajay and Vijay Bedi 

• Best Actor: Ayushmann Khurrana (‘Andhadhun’) & 

Vicky Kaushal (‘Uri’) 

• Best Actress: Keerthy Suresh for ‘Mahanati’ 

(Telugu) 

• Best Supporting Actress: Surekha Sikri for ‘Badhaai 

Ho’ 

• Best Supporting Actor: Swanand Kirkire for 

‘Chumbak’ (Marathi) 

• Best Director: Aditya Dhar for- ‘Uri: The Surgical 

Strike’ 

• Best Popular Film providing wholesome 

entertainment: ‘Badhaai Ho’ 

• Best film on social issues: ‘Padman’ 

• Best Film on Environment 

Conservation/Preservation: ‘Paani’ (Marathi) 

• Best Film for National Integration – Ondalla 

Eradalla (Kannada) 

• Best Educational Film: Sarala Virala 

• Best Cinematography – Olu (Malayalam) to MJ 

Radhakrishnan 

• Best Children’s Film: ‘Sarkari Hiriya Prathamika 

Shale Kasargodu’ (Kannada) 

• Best Child artist:  P V Rohith (Kannada), Sameep 

Singh (Punjabi), Talha Arshad Reshi (Urdu) and 

Shrinivas Pokale (Marathi) 

• Best Debut Film of a Director: Naal (Marathi) 

• Best Choreography: ‘Ghoomer’ in ‘Padmavaat’ 

• Best Editing: ‘Nathicharami’ (Kannada) 

• Best Special Effects: KGF 

• Special Jury Award: Award shared by Sruthi 

Hariharan, Joju George for Joseph, Savithri for 

Sudani From Nigeria, Chandrachood Rai 

• Best Regional films 

• Best Rajasthani Film: Turtle 
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• Best Tamil Film: Baaram 

• Best Marathi Film: Bhonga 

• Best Hindi Film: Andhadhun 

• Best Urdu Film: Hamid 

• Best Telugu Film: Mahanati 

• Best Assamese Film: Bulbul Can Sing 

• Best Punjabi Film: Harjeeta 

• Music 

• Best Lyrics: Nathichirami (Kannada) 

• Best Music Direction (Songs): Sanjay Leela 

Bhansali for Padmaavat 

• Best Music Direction (Background score): Uri 

• Best Sound Design: Uri 

• Best Female playback Singer: Bindhu Malini for 

Mayavi Manave from Nathichirami (Kannada) 

• Best Male Playback Singer: Arijit Singh for ‘Binte 

Dil’ in ‘Padmavaat’ 

• Production 

• Best Make-Up artist– Awe 

• Best Production Design:  Kammara Sambhavam 

(Malayalam) 

• Best Costume: Mahanati 

• Screenplay 

• Best Original Screenplay: ‘Chi Arjun La Sow’ 

(Telugu) 

• Best Adapted Screenplay:  Andhadhun 

• Best Dialogues: Tariqh 

 

Hyderabad Badminton Open 

• Men’s Singles Title: Sourabh Verma 

• Women’s Singles Title: Singapore’s Yeo Jia Min 

• Women’s Doubles Title: South Korea’s Baek Ha Na 

and Jung Kyung Eun 

• Men’s Doubles Title: Indonesia’s Muhammad 

Shohibul Fikri & Bagas Maulana 

• Mixed Doubles Title: Malaysia’s Hoo Pang Ron & 

Cheah Yee See 

 

Ultimate TT Title 

Chennai Lions glided away to one-sided victory over 

Dabang Delhi in final to win Ultimate Table Tennis 

(UTT) crown. Chennai Lions led by Sharath Kamal 

defeated Sathiyan-led Dabang Delhi with 8-1 in final to 

lift UTT Season 3 Trophy. 

 

 

Chandrima Shaha 

Renowned biologist Chandrima Shaha became first 

woman to get elected as President of Indian National 

Science Academy (INSA). She will head INSA from 

2020 to 2022 after taking over as president from 

incumbent Ajay K. Sood. She was formerly Director of 

the National Institute of Immunology, Delhi. 

 

Aishwarya Pissay 

Aishwarya Pissay became first Indian to claim a world 

title in motorsports by winning FIM World Cup ( 

Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme) in women’s 

category after the final round of the championship at 

Varpalota in Hungary. She also finished 2nd in FIM 

Junior category. 

 

Prakash Javadekar 

Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 

Javadekar released a patriotic song titled Watan in New 

Delhi to mark the occasion of Independence Day 2019. 

The special song has been created by public service 

broadcaster Doordarshan (DD) and Prasar 

Bharati for Independence Day. 

 

Harshad Thakur 

Harshad Pandurang Thakur was appointed as Director 

of National Institute of Health and Family Welfare. 

Decision in this regard was taken by Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. He was appointed on direct 

recruitment basis for period of five years. Prior to this 

appointment, he was professor at Tata Institute of 

Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 

 

Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman for 2019 

President of India Ramnath Kovind Awarded Maharshi 

Badrayan Vyas Samman to following scholars of 

Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Pali, Prakrit, Classical 

Kannada, Classical Telugu, Classical Malayalam and 

Classical Odiya for year 2019: – 

Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman Awardees 

SANSKRIT: (1) Dr. Ashok thapliyal; (2) Prof. 

SujataTripathi; (3) Dr.Sanju Mishra; (4) Dr. Abhijit 

Hanmant Joshi; (5) Dr.SharachchandraDwivedi 
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PALI: Anoma Shriram Sakhare 

PRAKRIT: Ashish Kumar Jain 

ARABIC: Dr. Fauzan ahmad 

PERSIAN: (1)  ER.M. Shahbaz Alam 

CLASSICAL KANNADA: (1)G B harisha; (2) S. 

Karthik; (3) Dr. M. Byrappa 

CLASSICAL TELUGU: (1) Dr. Addanki Srinivas; (2) 

Dr. V. Triveni; (3) Dr. DK Prabhakar 

CLASSICAL MALAYALAM: (1) Dr. Rajeev RR; (2) 

Shri Santhosh Thottingal 

CLASSICAL ODIA: Dr. Subrat Kumar Prusty 

In addition to this President also awarded certificate of 

honor to following scholars of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, 

Pali, Prakrit, Classical Kannada, Classical Telugu, 

Classical Malayalam and Classical Odiya for year 2019. 

List of Awardees of Certificate of Honor – 

SANSKRIT: (1) Sripada Satyanarayanamurthy; (2) 

RajendraNathSarma; (3) Prof. Ramji Thakur; (4) Prof. 

Chand KiranSaluja; (5) Dr. ShriKrishan Sharma; (6) Dr. 

V. Ramakrishna Bhatt; (7) Vidwan Janardana Hegde; (8) 

Dr. Kala acharya; (9) Prof. (Dr.) Harekrishna Satapathy; 

(10) Pandit Satya Dev Sharma; (11) Banwari Lal Gaur; 

(12) Dr. VS Karunakaran; (13) Prof. Yugal Kishor 

Mishra; (14) Pandit Manudev Bhattacharya; (15) 

Subuddhi Charan Goswami 

PALI: Dr. Uma Shankar Vyas 

PRAKRIT: Kamal Chand Sogani 

ARABIC: (1) Faizanullah Farooqi; (2) Mohammad 

iqbal Husain; (3) Dr Mohd. Samiullah Khan 

PERSIAN: (1) Dr. Iraq Raza Zaidi; (2) Chander Shekhar 

(3) Mohammad sidiq Niazmand 

CLASSICAL KANNADA: Shri Hampa Nagarajaiah 

CLASSICAL TELUGU: Ravva Srihari 

CLASSICAL MALAYALAM: Dr.CP Achuthan Unny 

CLASSICAL ODIA: Dr. Antaryami mishra 

About Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman 

The awards are annually conferred on the Independence 

Day. They were instituted in 2002 by Union Ministry of 

Human Resource Development. 

It is awarded to young scholars between 30 to 45 years 

of age. It carries a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh. 

These awards conferred to recognise contribution of 

scholars in the field of nine  languages viz. Sanskrit, 

Prakrit, Persian, Pali, Arabic, Classical Oriya, Classical 

Kannada, Classical Malayalam and Classical Telugu. 

Certificate of Honour 

It was introduced in 1958 to honour scholars of Sanskrit, 

Persian and  Arabic languages and later in 1996 it was 

extended to cover  Prakrit and Pali as well. 

It is awarded to scholars aged 60 years and above. It 

carries a cash prize of Rs. 5,00,000. 

NOTE Exemptions: These awards are not given 

posthumously and to scholars who have been awarded 

earlier, or who are convicted in criminal case or against 

whom criminal case is pending in court. 

 

K Sivan 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman 

Kailasavadivoo Sivan, was awarded Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 

Kalam Award by Tamil Nadu government. He was 

awarded in recognition of his stellar work in promotion 

of science and technology. 

 

Junior Track World Cycling 

Indian men’s cyclist team created history by clinching 

the Team Sprint gold medal at World Junior Track 

Cycling Championships in Frankfurt, Germany. The 

team comprised of Esow Alben, Ronaldo Singh, James 

Singh and Rojit Singh. This is India’s 1st-ever gold in a 

global cycling competition. 

 

Ravi Shashtri 

Ravi Shastri has been re-appointed head coach of Indian 

men’s cricket team till 2021 by Kapil Dev-led Cricket 

Advisory Committee (CAC).  The CAC unanimously 

felt that incumbent’s communication skills and 

understanding of team issues stood out. Ravi had the 

public backing of captain Virat Kohli even before the 

short-listing was initiated. 

 

BWF world Championship 

India’s B. Sai Praneeth settled for bronze after losing 

(13-21, 8-21) to Kento Momota of Japan in men’s 

singles semifinal in BWF World Championships 2019 
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held at St. Jakobshalle in Basel in Switzerland. Kento 

Momota is world No.1 and defending champion of 

Badminton World Championship. 

 

PM Modi 

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi was honoured 

with prestigious ‘Order of Zayed’, United Arab 

Emirates’ (UAE) highest civilian award at a ceremony 

held in Abu Dhabi (UAE Capital) for PM’s contribution 

in strengthening relations between India and UAE. 

 

Prabhakar Singh 

Prabhakar Singh, Director General, Central Public 

Works Department (CPWD) has been chosen for elite 

and prestigious Eminent Engineer Award for Year 

2019 by Institution of Engineers (India). He is chosen 

for his distinguished and exemplary Service in field of 

Engineering and Technology. The award shall be 

conferred to him on Engineers Day observed on 15 

September 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

PM Modi 

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has been 

conferred King Hamad Order of the Renaissance by 

Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa in 

Manama, capital of Bahrain. He was conferred this 

prestigious honour in recognition of his efforts to 

strengthen bilateral relations with Bahrain, the key Gulf 

nation. As of now, it is overall the 7th international 

award conferred on PM Modi since he assumed office 

in 2014 

PM Modi is the 1st Indian prime minister to visit 

Bahrain. 

Global awards conferred on PM Modi since 2014 

1. Amir Amanullah Khan Award– highest civilian 

award of Afghanistan 

2. Order of King Abdulaziz Sash- highest civilian 

honour of Saudi Arabia 

3. Grand Collar of the State of Palestine-highest 

honour of Palestine, given to foreign dignitaries 

4. Seoul Peace Prize– by Seoul Peace Prize 

Foundation of South Korea. 

5. Champions of the Earth award – United Nations’s 

highest environmental honour, awarded by UNEP 

(United Nations Environment Programme) 

6. Order of Zayed– highest civil honour of UAE. 

7. Order of St Andrew the Apostle – Highest Order of 

Russian Federation 

8. Philip Kotler Presidential Award 

9. King Hamad Order of the Renaissance – Bahrain 

 

PV Sindhu 

PV Sindhu became 1st Indian to win a Badminton World 

Championships gold by beating familiar rival Nozomi 

Okuhara of Japan. Sindhu  crushed Okuhara with  21-7, 

21-7 in just 38 minutes in a one-sided final held at St. 

Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland. Sindhu’s gold is 

second medal that India won at BWF World 

Championships in 2019 edition with Sai Praneeth 

winning a bronze in men’s singles category. 

 

CVC Advisory Body 

The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has 

constituted Advisory Board for Banking Frauds 

(ABBF) to examine bank fraud over Rs 50 crore and 

recommend action. It is reconstituted and rejigged 

version of erstwhile Advisory Board on Bank, 

Commercial and Financial Frauds. 

Composition: Former Vigilance Commissioner T M 

Bhasin will be Chairman of this four member body. Its 

members include Madhusudan Prasad (former Urban 

Development Secretary), D K Pathak (former Director 

General of Border Security Force) and Suresh N Patel 

(former MD and CEO of Andhra Bank). The tenure of 

Chairman and members will be for period of two years 

from August 21, 2019. 

 

Shailaja Dhami 

Indian Air Force’s (IAF) Wing Commander Shalija 

Dhami scripted history by becoming country’s 1st 

female officer to be appointed as flight commander of a 

flying unit.  She took over as flight commander of a 

Chetak helicopter unit at Hindon airbase in Ghaziabad, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

A Flight Commander post is 2nd in command of flight 

commander unit which means that Dhami is 2nd in unit 

after commanding officer. Therefore, her elevation in 

flying branch is moving a step closer towards women 

officers commanding units and formations in service. 
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Kanchan Chaudhary 

The first woman Director General of Police (DGP) 

Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya passed away 

following illness in Mumbai, Maharashtra. She was 

1973 batch IPS officer, who had scripted history when 

she was appointed DGP of Uttarakhand in 2004. 

 

Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award 

2018 

President Ram Nath Kovind on the occasion of National 

Sports day (on August 29) ceremony presented Tenzing 

Norgay National Adventure Awards 2018 to winners at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan. It is highest national award for 

adventure sports in India, at par with the Arjuna award. 

Winners are: 

• Land Adventure category: Aparna Kumar, Late 

Dipankar Ghosh and Manikandan K. 

• Water Adventure category: Prabhat Raju Koli 

• Air Adventure: Rameshwer Jangra 

• Life Time Achievement: Wangchuk Sherpa 

 

 

Misc Information 

 

Cabinet approves ISRO Technical Liaison Unit 

as Moscow 

Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

has approved setting up of Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at 

Moscow, Russia. It is mandated to collaborate with 

Space agencies and industries in Russia and 

neighbouring countries for mutually synergetic 

outcomes. It will enable effective technical coordination 

for timely interventions on diversified matters with 

Russia and neighbouring countries for realization of the 

programmatic targets of ISRO. 

Note: This will be third such Technical Liaison Unit. 

Department of Space (Dos) already has instituted 

technical Liaison Units, namely ISRO Technical Liaison 

Units (ITLU) at Washington, Untied States and Paris, 

France with prime objective to liaise with various 

Government and space agencies in US and Europe, 

respectively 

 

CCEA approves Nutrient Based Subsidy rates 

for P and K fertilisers 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

chaired by Prime Minister has approved proposal for 

fixation of Nutrient Based Subsidy Rates for Phosphatic 

and Potassic (P&K) Fertilizers for the year 2019-20. 

Objectives: 

• Ensure sufficient quantity of P&K is available at 

farmer’s disposal at statutory controlled prices. 

• Ensure balanced use of fertilizers for improving 

agricultural productivity, promoting growth of 

indigenous fertilizers industry and also reducing 

burden of subsidy 

 

India, UK launch innovation for Clean Air 

initiative in Bengaluru 

India and United Kingdom launched two-year joint 

initiative- Innovating for Clean Air (IfCA) n Bengaluru, 

capital of Karnataka. It is aimed at providing unique air 

quality measurement system by integrating satellite and 

sensor data and support India’s transition to Electric 

Vehicles (EVs). 

 

22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 

held in Shillong 

The 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 

(NCeG) 2019 will be held in Shillong, capital of 

Meghalaya. This will be for first time this mega 

knowledge sharing event will be organized in the north-

eastern region of the country. 

Theme of the conference is ‘Digital India: Success to 

Excellence’. It is organised by Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 

(DARPG) in association with Union Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology and Meghalaya 

State Government. It is being held in Shillong is part of 

the DARPG’s 100 days initiatives. 
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Samarth platform  

Indian e-commerce giant Flipkart launched Samarth, 

an initiative to bring Indian artisans, weavers, and 

makers of handicrafts to its platform. It was launched 

by Anurag Thakur, Minister of State, Finance and 

Corporate Affairs, along with Kalyan Krishnamurthy, 

CEO, Flipkart Group. 

This initiative could give indigenous communities and 

their products access to Flipkart’s Indian customer base 

of over 150 million. 

Earlier, Amazon had partnered with Tribal Cooperative 

Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) 

to sell products made by tribal communities which are 

now available on its global marketplace. 

 

Nagar Kirtan 

For 1st time after Independence (1947), ‘Nagar Kirtan’ 

carrying Guru Granth Sahib which was taken out from 

Nankana Sahib district of Punjab province of Pakistan, 

arrived at Attari in Amritsar, India. Nagar Kirtan is a 

religious procession. It will culminate at Sultanpur 

Lodhi in Kapurthala district of Punjab in India after 

passing through various cities and towns. 

This procession by devotees is to mark 550th birth 

anniversary celebrations of Guru Nanak Dev founder of 

Sikhism. 

 

IIT- Kharagpur  

IIT-KGP (Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur) 

researchers develop new technology- Hydro Thermal 

Carbonization (HTC) for solid waste management. This 

Hydro Thermal Carbonization Technology can convert 

municipal solid waste to biofuel, soil amendment and 

absorbents. 

 

Indus Valley Inscriptions 

A recent research paper has claimed that majority of 

Indus Valley inscriptions were 

written logographically (by using word signs) and not by 

using phonograms (speech sounds units). This paper 

titled Interrogating Indus inscription to unravel their 

mechanism of meaning conveyance was published in 

Palgrave Communications, a Nature group journal. It 

mainly focused on understanding how Indus inscriptions 

conveyed meanings, rather than on deciphering what 

they conveyed. 

 

Pashmina Wool 

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has announced 

setting up Pashmina testing centre in Leh region of 

Jammu and Kashmir to check the quality of pashmina 

collected. It will be set up in partnership with lab 

of Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council 

(LAHDC), Leh. 

It is a fine type of Kashmiri wool (also known as 

‘cashmere’ in the West). The word Pashmina in 

Kashmiri means ‘Soft Gold’. 

Kashmir Pashmina has been accorded Geographical 

indication (GI) tag under Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. 

 

Unlawful activities amendment bill 

Parliament has passed Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Bill, 2019 to empower Central Government 

to designate an individual as a “terrorist”. It was first 

passed by Lok Sabha on 24 July 2019 and later by Rajya 

Sabha on 2 August 2019. 

It seeks to empower Central Government to designate an 

individual “terrorist” if they are found committing, 

preparing for, promoting, or involved in an act of terror. 

Earlier, Central Government was having powers only to 

designate organisation as terrorist organisation. 

 

Indian Army employs e-Cars in Delhi 

Indian Army in partnership with Energy Efficiency 

Services Ltd (EESL) has launched ecological initiative 

of employing E Cars for use of its officials in New 

Delhi. Under this ecological initiative, first lot of 10 e-

Cars was flagged off by Indian Army. 

 

10th Mekong Ganga Cooperation Ministerial 

Meeting 

The 10th Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) 

Ministerial Meeting was held in Bangkok, Thailand. 

India was represented by External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar. During this meeting, new MGC Plan of 

Action 2019-2022 was adopted. 
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It is sub-regional cooperation organisation comprising 

India and five ASEAN countries, namely, Cambodia, 

Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. It was launched 

in 2000 at Laos capital Vientiane. It takes its name from 

Ganga and Mekong, the two civilisational rivers in 

Southeast Asia. The mandate is to facilitate closer 

contacts among people inhabiting these two (Ganga and 

Mekong) major civilisational river basins and enhancing 

cooperation in culture, tourism, education, transport and 

communications among member countries. 

 

Fit and Proper Criteria 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened fit-and-proper 

criteria for directors on boards of state-run Public Sector 

Banks (PSBs). In this regard, it has issued RBI (‘Fit and 

Proper’ Criteria for Elected Directors on the Boards of 

PSBs) Directions, 2019. 

Purpose of directions is to determine ‘fit and proper’ 

status of person to be eligible to be elected as a director 

on PSBs. It has for the first time, laid down exhaustive 

list for the disqualification of directors. The revised 

norms are applicable only to PSBs and RBI in future may 

issue separate guidelines for private banks and non-

banking financial companies (NBFcs). 

 

Space Situational Awareness Control Centre in 

Bengaluru 

ISRO has set up a Directorate of Space Situational 

Awareness and Management aiming at protecting high 

valued space assets from space debris close approaches 

and collisions. To carryout systematically all activities 

related to SSAM, a control centre is being established at 

Bengaluru. 

Functions 

• The control centre would host a range of activities 

related to the protection of Indian space assets from 

inactive satellites, pieces of orbiting objects, near 

earth asteroids and adverse space weather conditions.  

• It would also assimilate the tracking data of inactive 

satellites from indigenous observation facilities and 

generates useful information from bare observations 

through analysis. 

Space Situational Awareness & Management (SSAM) 

has become an internationally significant area due to the 

rise of manmade space debris and the increased collision 

threat with operational spacecraft. 

 

Kosi-Mechi interlinking project 

Union Government has approved Rs 4,900 crore Kosi-

Mechi Interlinking project for interlinking of Kosi and 

Mechi rivers of Bihar. This is the second major river 

interlinking project in the country to be approved by 

Central Government after the Ken-Betwa project in 

Madhya Pradesh. This approval comes after this project 

secured the last remaining mandatory technical-cum-

administrative nod from Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 

 

E-Commerce guidelines 

Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution (Department of Consumer Affairs) has 

published draft e-Commerce Guidelines for consumer 

protection 2019. These guidelines will be applicable on 

all business-to-consumer (B2C) e-commerce platforms. 

 

3D Smart Traffic Signal 

Mohali traffic police in Punjab have launched India’s 

first wireless 3-D Smart Traffic Signal System called 

Intelights. It proposes a Intelligent Traffic Timer 

Control to regulate traffic signals with smart bird’s eye 

view using wireless sensor system. It has been installed 

at traffic crossing near the Airport Road in Mohali on a 

pilot project basis. 

It uses dynamic signal control technology to adjust 

timers of red, yellow and green lights according to the 

traffic density at an intersection. It uses existing CCTV 

cameras to gather live traffic video feed, and 

automatically evaluates the traffic density using 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), and sets signal timers 

accordingly. This process is repeated for every cycle of 

traffic lights to keep traffic flowing smoothly. 

 

7th August: National Handloom day 

Every year National Handloom Day is celebrated across 

India on 7 August 2019. The year 2019 marks 5th 

National Handloom Day. To mark the occasion, Union 

Minister of Textiles and Women and Child 

Development, Smriti Zubin Irani, will preside over a 

function at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi 

Objective: 

• To honour handloom weavers in India. 

• To highlight India’s handloom industry. 
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Bangladesh – Russia Uranium supply deal 

Bangladesh signed deal with Russia for lifetime supply 

of uranium for its 2,400 MW Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant (RNPP) in Bangladesh. Under the deal, Russia will 

supply nuclear fuel needed for plant during its entire life 

cycle. RNPP will come into operation by 2022. 

In 2017, two countries (Russia and Bangladesh) have 

also signed spent fuel sent back agreement for 

management of nuclear waste of Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant (RNPP). 

Work on these two units of Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant (RNPP), each producing 1200 MW of electricity is 

scheduled to be completed in 2022 and 2024 

respectively. 

With power generation capacity of 1200 MW, each unit 

of power plant will have to reload one-third (33%) of 

total required nuclear fuel in every 18 months (1.5 years), 

and 1st, 2nd and 3rd reload will be provided by Russian 

firm free of cost. 

 

RACE: Rajasthan’s new higher education model 

A new higher education model has been launched in 

Rajasthan for distribution of faculties and movable assets 

among the government colleges at the district level to 

rationalise the availability of resources. The model will 

create a pool for sharing of facilities which will benefit 

the colleges lacking infrastructure. 

The colleges in need will submit their requirement to the 

nodal college in the district, which will send the teachers 

on deputation, if needed, and provide the facilities such 

as projectors, digital libraries, equipment and 

technicians. The model will help the colleges situated in 

small towns facing shortage of faculties and 

infrastructure. Though the sanctioned posts of teachers 

in the government colleges are 6,500, the State at present 

falls short by about 2,000 teachers. Until the additional 

posts are created and new appointments made, the RACE 

is expected to help channelise resources and ensure 

quality education. 

The new model would effectively decentralise the 

decision-making power of colleges and encourage them 

to share physical and human resources within the district. 

RACE will give autonomy to small colleges and help 

them find solutions to their problems at the local level. 

 

IIT Guwahati 

A team of researchers and academics at Indian Institute 

of Technology, Guwahati (IIT-G) has developed 

portable indicative and diagnostic device to detect 

bacteria without cell culture or microbiological assays. 

Researchers team work has been patented as well as 

published in July 2019 issue of Journal of Materials 

Chemistry of Royal Society of Chemistry. 

This research has enabled rapid detection of bacteria, 

which is not just important in healthcare but also in anti- 

bioterrorism measures as well as environmental 

monitoring. 

 

Iran unveils 3 Air to Air Missile 

Iran has unveiled three precision-guided air-to-air 

missiles dubbed as Yasin, Balaban and new series of 

Ghaem. These missiles were unveiled at the time when 

tensions between Iran and US and its allies are at its peak. 

 

UN convention on International Settlement 

Agreements 

India signed United Nations Convention on International 

Settlement Agreements (UNISA) also known as 

Singapore Convention on Mediation. 

It aims to become essential instrument that facilitates 

international trade and in promotion of mediation as 

alternative and effective method of resolving trade 

disputes. It also seeks to contribute to strengthening 

access to justice, and to the rule of law. 

 

5000 Buses under Fame II 

Centre Government has sanctioned 5595 electric buses 

in 64 cities for intracity and intercity operations under 

Phase-II of Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

(Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles (FAME-India) Scheme. As 

per Union Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 

Enterprises, this move would give a further push to clean 

mobility in public transportation. 

 

9th August: International Day on World’s 

Indigenous People 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is 

globally observed every 9 August with aim to promote 

and protect rights of indigenous population. Observance 
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of this day seeks to recognize the contributions and 

achievements of indigenous people to improve world 

issues such as environmental protection. 

2019 Theme: ‘Indigenous Languages’ 

 

$200 Million loan to MH 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved US $200 

million loan for Road Infrastructure Improving project in 

Maharashtra’s 34 districts for better connecting rural 

areas with markets and services.  The proceeds of loan 

from ADB will be used for upgrading roads in rural areas 

of these districts to all-weather standards for boosting 

links between local residents and economic centres 

across the state. 

 

Women transforming India Awards 

NITI Aayog launched fourth edition of Women 

Transforming India (WTI) Awards. Nominations for the 

awards will be opened immediately after the launch. 

The theme for this year’s award is ‘Women and 

Entrepreneurship’, in continuation of the theme for 

WTI Awards 2018.  

WhatsApp has collaborated with NITI Aayog for WTI 

Awards 2019 and will be providing support amounting 

to US $100,000 to award winners. Nominations for the 

awards will be opened immediately after the launch 

 

August 10: World Biofuel Day 

Every year 10 August is observed as World Biofuel Day 

with aim to create awareness about importance of non-

fossil fuels as an alternative to conventional fossil fuels. 

It is being observed by Union Ministry of Petroleum & 

Natural Gas since 2015. 

Theme 2019: ‘Production of Biodiesel from Used 

Cooking Oil (UCO)’ 

 

Virasat-e-Khalsa 

Virasat-e-Khalsa museum located in Anandpur Sahib 

town in Punjab is set to find a place in Asia Book of 

Records for becoming most visited museum in Asian sub-

continent on a single day. Museum witnessed a record 

footfall of 20,569 visitors on a single day on 20 March 

2019. 

 

Listening Learning and Leading 

The book titled ‘Listening, Learning and Leading’, 

based on M. Venkaiah Naidu’s two years in office as 

Vice President of India was launched by Union Minister 

for Home Affairs, Amit Shah in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

The function was hosted by Union Minister of 

Information and Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar. 

 

Mission Reach Out 

Indian Army has launched Mission Reach Out in Jammu 

to ensure basic essential services and necessities are 

available in region after the abrogation of Article 370 

provisions and reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir. In 

this regard, high level “Mission Reach Out” conference 

was held in the Nagrota Military Station to review the 

prevalent situation in the region. 

 

August 12th International Youth Day 

The International Youth Day is observed every year 

across world on 12 August to bring youth issues to 

attention of international community and celebrate the 

potential of youth as partners in today’s global society. 

Theme for this year is ‘Transforming education’. 

 

Bar Council imposes 3 year moratorium on new 

law colleges 

Bar Council of India (BCI), the apex bar body has 

imposed 3 year moratorium on opening of new 

institutions except for national law universities (NLUs), 

if proposed by a state. This decision has been taken to 

curb mushrooming of law colleges in the country and 

laying stress on improvement of standard of existing 

institutions. BCI can only approves or gives recognition 

to LLB degree and LLM and Ph.D degrees are not under 

its control. 

 

Tamil Nadu 5th State to have State Butterfly 

Tamil Nadu has officially declared Tamil 

Yeoman (Cirrochroa thais) as the state butterfly to 

symbolise its rich natural and cultural heritage. This 

move aimed at boosting conservation efforts of attractive 

insects. It will also help channelising government funds 

towards a particular environmental cause. 
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With this, Tamil Nadu became fifth Indian state to 

declare its state butterfly. Maharashtra was 1st state to 

officially declare Blue Mormon (Papilio polymnestor) 

as its state butterfly, way back in 2015 followed by 

Uttarakhand (Common peacock), Karnataka (Southern 

bird wings) and Kerala (Malabar banded peacock). 

 

Tamil Nadu’s Panchaprasadam 

The famous Palani panchamirtham, given as ‘prasadam’ 

at Murugan temple in Palani, Tamil Nadu has been 

granted Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

It is an ‘abhishega prasadam’ (food that is a religious 

offering), which is served in a semi-solid state. In Tamil, 

term ‘pancha’ means five and ‘amirtham’ means 

delicacy. 

It is combination of five natural substances —jaggery, 

banana, cow ghee, honey and cardamom. 

 

CORAS 

Union Ministry of Railways launched CORAS 

(Commando for Railway Security) of Indian Railways. 

It is separate Commando Unit of Railway Protection 

Force (RPF). It has been carved out from motivated and 

willing young staff of Railway Protection Force (RPF) 

and Railway Protection Special Force (RPSF). 

The average age of CORAS commandoes will be 

between 30-35 years. These CORAS commandos will be 

posted in Left Wing Extremism 

(LWE)/Insurgency/Terrorism affected Railway areas 

where providing security to passengers and railway 

network is of utmost priority. 

 

Naval Tata Hockey Academy 

Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik 

inaugurated Naval Tata Hockey Academy (NTHA), a 

high-performance centre for hockey at Kalinga 

Stadium in Bhubaneshwar, Odisha for grooming best 

hockey talent in State. Academy is named in honour 

of Naval H. Tata to commemorate his contribution to 

hockey in India as well as his achievements as a sports 

administrator. 

 

 

 

GI tag to 3 new products 

Geographical Indications Registry under Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has 

accorded Geographical Indication (GI) tag to Tirur betel 

leaf from Kerala, Tawlhlohpuan fabric and Mizo 

Puanchei shawl/textile from Mizoram.  

 

Pretomanid 

United States (US) Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) has approved new drug-Pretomanid for treating 

drug-resistant strain of Tuberculosis (TB). Pretomanid is 

novel compound developed by New York-based non-

profit organisation TB Alliance. It is used alongside two 

other antibiotics (bedaquiline and linezolid) to treat 

extremely drug-resistant strain of tuberculosis. This 

three-drug regimen is collectively known as BPaL 

regimen and it can cure highly drug-resistant strains of 

tuberculosis by drastically shortening treatment period. 

 

FOREX reserves 

According to latest Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data, 

India’s foreign exchange (forex) reserves surged to new 

life-time high of US $430.572 billion in week to August 

9, 2019. It was on account of rise in foreign currency 

assets, the major component of the overall reserves. In 

the previous reporting week ended on August 2, 2019 

forex reserves had declined by US $697.2 million to US 

$428.952 billion 

 

SC clears char dham highway 

It is a proposed two-lane (in each direction) express 

National Highway in state of Uttarakhand.  The two lane 

highway will have a minimum width of 10 metre. 

The proposed Char Dham Expressway National 

Highway project will connect 4 holy places in 

Uttarakhand states viz.- Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri 

and Yamunotri 

Project includes 900 km national highways which will 

connect whole of Uttarakhand state. 
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1st Central Institute of Chemical Engineering 

and Technology 

India’s first Central Institute of Chemical Engineering 

and Technology (CICET) will be set up in Gujarat to give 

boost to the chemical industry. It was announced by 

Union Minister of State (MoS) for Chemical and 

Fertilizers. He also announced that Central Government 

is also planning to set up Plastic Waste Management 

Centre in Ahmedabad to find out solutions to 

systematicsegregation and recycling of plastic waste. 

 

Selection committee for National Sports Awards 

Ministry of Sports for year 2019 had formed a single 

selection committee for evaluating and deciding on all 

awards including both performance and coaching. The 

final list of sportsperson for annual sports awards for 

2019 across various disciplines and achievements was 

recently released. 

This 12-member selection committee was headed 

by Justice Mukundakam Sharma (retired Supreme 

Court judge) and members included- Mary Kom, 

Bhaichung Bhutia, Anjum Chopra, Anju Bobby George 

and Kamlesh Mehta besides representatives from Sports 

Authority of India and sports ministry. 

Khel Ratna 

Bajrang Punia (wrestling), Deepa Malik (para-athletics) 

It is given for most spectacular and outstanding 

performance by a sportsperson over a period of 4 years 

immediately preceding year (the year before) during 

which sportsperson is awarded. 

It includes a medal, a certificate, ceremonial dress and 

cash prize of ₹7.50 lakh. 

Arjuna Award 

It was started in 1961. It carries a scroll, a bronze statue 

of Arjuna and cash prize of Rs.500,000. 

19 sportsperson Nominated: Ravindra Jadeja (cricket), 

Chinglensana Singh Kangujam (hockey), Ajay Thakur 

(kabaddi), Tajinder Pal Singh Toor (athletics), 

Mohammed Anas Yahiya (athletics), Sundar Singh 

Gurjar (para sports-athletics), S Bhaskaran (body 

building), Sonia Lather (boxing), Gaurav Singh Gill 

(motor sports), Bhamidipati Sai Praneeth (badminton), 

Pramod Bhagat (para sports-badminton), Anjum 

Moudgil (shooting), Harmeet Rajul Desai (table tennis), 

Pooja Dhanda (wrestling), Fouaad Mirza (equestrian), 

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu (football), Poonam Yadav 

(cricket), Simran Singh Shergill (polo), Swapna 

Burman (athletics). 

Dronacharya Award (regular category): 

Coach: Vimal Kumar (badminton), Sandeep Gupta 

(table tennis) and Mohinder Singh Dhillon (athletics) 

Dronacharya Award (Lifetime Category): 

Coach: Mezban Patel (hockey), Rambir Singh Khokar 

(kabaddi) and Sanjay Bhardwaj (cricket) 

Dhyan Chand Award: 

Manuel Fredricks (hockey), Arup Basak (table tennis), 

Manoj Kumar (wrestling), Nitten Kirrtane (tennis) and 

C Lalremsanga (archery). 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 

Punjab University, Chandigarh – Overall winner 

university 

Guru Nanak Dev University (Amritsar)- 1st runner up 

Punjabi University (Patiala) – 2nd runner up 

 

International Conference on Teacher Education 

A two-day International Conference titled ‘Journey of 

Teacher Education: Local to Global’ was inaugurated 

by Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, Union Minister of 

Human Resource Development (HRD) in New Delhi. 

The two-day event is organized by National Council of 

Teacher Education (NCTE) as part of silver jubilee (25 

years) celebration of its establishment in 1995. 

 

Maldivian Civil Servants 

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 

India and Maldives on Training and Capacity Building 

Programme for Maldivian Civil Servants became 

operational. This comes following discussions between 

senior officials of National Centre for Good Governance 

(NCGG), Department of Administrative Reforms and 

Public Grievances (DARPG) from India and Maldives 

Civil Service Commission at Male (capital of Maldives) 

 

India biggest emitter of SO2 

According to recently released report by Greenpeace 

India, India is the largest emitter of sulphur dioxide 

(SO2) in the world. The findings of report were based on 
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data obtained from NASA’s Ozone Monitoring 

Instrument (OMI) satellite. 

Union Environment Ministry for the first time had SO2 

emission limits for coal-fired power plants in December 

2015 to combat pollution levels. But the deadline for 

installation of flue-gas desulphurisation (FGD) in power 

plants was extended from 2017 to 2022. 

 

August 19: World Humanitarian Day 

The World Humanitarian Day is observed every year on 

August 19 across the world to pay tribute to aid workers 

who risk their lives in humanitarian service. 

Purpose of this day: (i) Provide opportunity to celebrate 

spirit that inspires humanitarian work around globe. (ii) 

Pay tribute to aid workers who risk their lives in 

humanitarian service and (iii) Rally support for people 

affected by crisis around the world. 

2019 WHD theme campaign: #WomenHumanitarians. 

 

Sadbhavana Diwas 

Every year 20 August is celebrated as Sadbhavana 

Diwas or Communal Harmony Day to commemorate 

birth anniversary of late Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime 

Minister of India. This day is observed to encourage 

national integration, peace, affection and communal 

harmony among Indian people of all religions. 

On this observance, close family members and senior 

Congress party members pay homage to his memory and 

legacy by laying down wreaths and garlands on Veer 

Bhoomi, where he was cremated. 

About Sadbhavna Diwas: 20 August 2019 marks 75th 

birth anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi. On occasion of 

Sadbhavna Diwas 2019-Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi 

inaugurated an exhibition dedicated to Rajiv Gandhi 

titled ‘Memories and Archives of Rajiv Gandhi’. Rahul 

Gandhi inaugurates Rajiv Gandhi Socio-Technical, 

Knowledge, Innovation and Learning Lab. 

 

22 August: International Day of Victims of Acts 

of Violence based on Religion or Belief 

On 22 August 2019 for the first time the world is 

observing ‘International Day Commemorating the 

Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or 

Belief’ with aim to honour victims and survivors of 

heinous acts who often remain forgotten. The 

international Day comes right after International Day 

of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of 

Terrorism, which is observed on 21 August. 

 

‘Dairy of Manu Gandhi’ 

The book ‘The Diary of Manu Gandhi’ (1943-44), 

edited and translated by Tridip Suhrud, was launched by 

Prahlad Singh Patel, Union Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) for Culture and Tourism, at Nehru 

Memorial Museum and Library in New Delhi. The book 

has been brought out on occasion of 150th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi by National Archives 

of India in collaboration with Oxford University Press. 

Manu Gandhi (Mridula): She was a grand niece of 

Mahatma Gandhi, daughter of his Nephew Jaisukhlal 

Amritlal Gandhi, and stayed with M Gandhi till his 

assassination on 30 January 1948. She was an aide to 

Kasturba Gandhi (wife of Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi) during her imprisonment in Aga Khan Palace in 

1943. 

 

Fedor 

Russia launched life-size humanoid robot called Fedor to 

International Space Station (ISS). It is the first ever life-

size humanoid robot sent into space by Russia. It was 

launched onboard of unmanned Soyuz MS-14 rocket 

from Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. 

 

Durand Cup 

Gokulam Kerala FC won Durand Cup 2019 football 

tournament by beating Mohun Bagan in final held at Salt 

Lake Stadium in Kolkata. Gokulam Kerala FC beat 

Mohun Bagan with 2-1 as captain Marcus Joseph scored 

a goal in each half to lead his side to Durand Cup glory. 

This was Gokulam Kerala FC’s debut season. 

 

Amazon India 

Amazon India has launched a Military Veterans 

Employment programme in country. This initiative of e-

commerce giant will create employment opportunities 

for military veterans as well as their spouses across 

company’s sort centres, delivery centres and fulfilment 

centres in India. 
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Globally, Amazon has more than 17,500 military 

veterans and spouses actively engaged in programme. 

 

Kathmandu Siliguri bus service 

India and Nepal have launched Nepal’s capital 

Kathmandu and Siliguri in West Bengal. The first bus 

service on this route was flagged off by Nepal’s Minister 

for Physical Infrastructure and Transportation Raghubir 

Mahaseth and Indian Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri 

rom Kathmandu. It is overall 11th route for bus service 

between Nepal and India, of the total 13 routes that have 

been approved for operating regular bus services 

between the two countries. 

 

Maitri Mobile App 

Five Girls from Amity International School in Noida, 

Uttar Pradesh developed a mobile application called 

‘Maitri’ that connects children at orphanages with 

senior citizens in old-age homes. The innovation by this 

all-girls team called “Tech Witches” fetched them a 

bronze medal at global tech competition called 

‘Technovation Challenge’ held in San Francisco, United 

States. 

The developers of app include Arefa, Vanshika Yadav, 

Ananya Grover, Vasudha Sudhinder and Anushka 

Sharma all Class 12 students of Amity International 

School in Noida. 

 

India to restore 50 lakh hectares of degraded 

land by 2030 

Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar 

announced that India has set target to restore 50 lakh 

hectare of its degraded land by 2030. He made this 

announcement at curtain raiser event for 14th meeting of 

Conference of Parties to United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD COP14) to be held in 

India for first time from September 2-13, 2019. India will 

take President of COP14 for two years from China. 

 

Facial biometric data based ID for seafarers 

Union Ministry of Shipping has launched Biometric 

Seafarer Identity Document (BSID) to ne issued for 

Indian seafarers. With this, India became world’s first 

country to launch facial biometric data-based identity 

document (ID) for seafarers. 

It will give foolproof identification to Indian seafarers 

which will facilitate their movement, provide ease of 

getting jobs and help in identifying them from any 

location in the world. 

 

Ghaznavi Missile 

Pakistan successfully conducted night training launch of 

hypersonic surface-to-surface ballistic missile Hatf-III 

Ghaznavi from Sonmiani test range in Balochistan. 

 

 

 

 

 


